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PREFACE 



A PREFACE, which may appear to be 
a somewhat inappropriate appendage to 
the following work, is yet, perhaps, the 
more necessary on that very account, in 
order to guard against any mistake of its 
pretensions. 

The ostensible Author does not aim 
at any minute professional details of the 
siege; but is only desirous of affording 
the general reader a sketch of the military 
operations and incidental events of that 
remarkable affair. Much is the result of 
his own personal observations^ and the 
rest has been furnished by communi- 
cations from his brother-amateurs, and 
more especially from one among them — 
an officer of engineers — with whose name 
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he regrets that he is not at liberty to 
recommend his pages, but to whom he 
gladly seizes this occasion for avowing his 
deep debt of obligation. 

General Haxo, the commanding engi- 
neer of the French army, has intimated 
his intention to publish the full pro- 
fessional details of the siege, and it might, 
therefore, be considered an act of pre- 
sumption, and (considering the facility 
generally afforded by the French to the 
English military visitors, of witnessing the 
operations) an act of discourtesy also, to 
attempt to anticipate these details. 

March^ 1883. 



PLATES. 

Breach in the Toledo Bastion, to face • Title. 

Parallel, or place of arms ; the Vivandiere An- 
toinette Moran in the fore-ground . 68 

Mine ^rung in the Bastion St. Laurent • . IIJ^ 

Plan of the Citadel and the Approaches of the 

French * « at the end< 



The acooihpanying sketches were Aimished by Mr. 
Burford, from drawings taken on the spot for his 
Panorama of the Siege — a most spirited and 
faithful pkintihg, and calculated to familiarize even 
the uumilitafy speiitator with the general features of 
attieu;k. 

t 

^«* For an explanation of the military terms which 
occur in this little book, see the plan, and list of 
references to it, at the end <ii the rolume. 
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Circumstances of private concern alone 
delayed my departure on th^ following ex- 
cursion until Monday evening, the 10th of 
I>ecember. On that evening, however, I 
left Lohdon by the Dover mail, and found 
myself in^^ the harbour of Calais, at two 
o'clock of the 11th. .Since my great object 
was to proceed with ail possible diligence, 
I lost no time in making every inquiry as 
to the departure of the malk poste for 
Brussels, or of any other public convey* 
ance by which I might be immediately con- 
veyed forward; and finding that none would 
depart before eleven a*clock that night, I 

B 
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determined to hire a carriage, and proceed 
immediately by post ; and thus, therefore, I 
set ofipfor Brussels at half-past three. When 
I arrived at St. Omer, it was with consider- 
able difficulty that I succeeded in obtaining 
admittance into the town. According to 
the usual regulations of continental gar- 
risons in strong places, no travellers were 
to be allowed to enter after six or seven 
o'clock in the evening, except those who 
are termed '^ Couriers du Cabinet,^* or go* 
vernment messengers. But Lord Palmer* 
ston having been kind enough to give me 
letters to Sir Robert Adair^ then minister 
at Brussels, and to Colonel Caradoc, at 
Antwerp, who was sent by Government 
to watch and report the proceedings of 
the French army before the citadel, I 
made use of them to get leave to pass 
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through the town of St. Omer, The pos- 
tilion, to whom I had given no directions^ 
concluding, as I was travelling by myself^ 
that I must be a government messenger, 
on his approach to the gate, thundered out 
with a most authoritative tone, '^ Courier 
du Cabinet." The appeal was in vain ; 
and two or three dirty-looking soldiers 
came to the side of the carriage and de- 
manded my passport. I gave it to them ; 
and when they had examined it, and found 
that I was not described in the necessary 
form as with despatches, they affected to 
feel great regret, but announced the fatal 
decree^ that I could not enter the town. 
My only prospect, ther^ore, being either 
to return to the last post-house, or to sit in 
my carriage all night at the gates, I re- 
solved to make use of every means in my 

b2 
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power to obtain admittance, and produced 
my two letters from Lord Palmerston. 
This appeared to have some effect, and 
with a little persuasion I succeeded in pre- 
vailing upon them to go to the command- 
ing officer, who^ after a short delay, very 
civilly sent me an order to pass through. 
I proceeded thence without dday through 
Cassel, and reached Lisle about daylight. 

On my arrival close to the town of 
Enghien, I heard, for the first time, the 
roar of cannon ; the wind blowing from the 
direction of Antwerp^ which was about 
thirty miles off. When the carriage was 
moving, the noise occasioned by the pave 
prevented me from hearing it ; but when 
we stopped^ it sounded like rolling thunder 
at a distance. A squadron of Belgian 
cuirassiers, however, and a few straggling 
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soldiers, were the only other signs of mj 
near approach to the scene of action. The 
efifect of cannon at a distance is truly mag- 
nificent ; and the thought was exciting that 
I was so soon to be on the spot from 
whence those thunders came. The pos- 
tilion, who had asked my permission to 
drive from the box^ interested me much by 
his account of parts of the French army that 
bad passed through the cotintry in their way 
to Antwerp, and seemied to be as much 
excited as I was when I desired him to 
stop the carriage and to listen. 

December 12th, at a quarter to four, I 
reached the Hotel de Belle Vue at Brussels. 
My first object on my arrival was to 
deliver the letter to Sii;R. Adair, which 
Lord Palmerston had given me, and 
therefore I presently proceeded to his 
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bouse, and found him just returned from 
dinner. Though I had not the honour of 
knowing him before^ he received me most 
kindly^ and expressed a desire to be of use 
to me by every method in his power. 
Finding, therefore^ that I was already ac- 
quainted with Sir Henry Seaton (King 
Leopold^s former aide-de-camp), he imme^ 
diately sent to announce to him my arrival ; 
and Sir Henry, learning that it was my 
intention to go on to Antwerp the next 
morning, obligingly procured me a letter 
from King Leopold's private Secretary, to 
Colonel Buzen, the military commandant at 
that place. On my return to the hotel, 
after having received every mark of kind- 
ness and attention from Sir Robert Adair, 
I heard with great pleasure, that an old 
friend of mine, Captain P — r, of the 



L 
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1st Life Guards, had lately returned from 
Antwerp, and was at that moment in the 
house. The hearing thus of a friend, and 
of one^ too, just come from the seene to 
which all my thoughts and ideas were 
turned, was most welcome and cheering 
intelligence ; and upon admittance to his 
room^ my first inquiries were naturally 
directed towards Antwerp, whither it gave 
me the greatest pleasure to find that the 
next day he intended to return, and would 
accompany me. 

On the morning of the 13th of De- 
cember, therefore, at eleven o^clock, we 
started in Captain P — r's carriage> and 
posted to Antwerp. In the first psurt of 
the journey, we saw nothing that indicated 
the hostilities which were in activity at so 
short a distance ; and had it not been for 
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the constant fire of cannon which we heard 
on the road, and during the whole 6f the 
preceding night at Brussels^ there was 
nothing to remind tis of those proceed-* 
ings. A few straggling soldiers were t© 
be seen along the whole way ; and as w6 
approached liear^, the numbers increased^ 
till we found the towns and villages chiefly 
occupied by French troops. They ap^ 
peared remarkably active^ soldier-like men^ 
• — very clean, and well appointed. On our 
arrival at Mechlin, we saw a regiment of 
French infantry parading in the square, 
and others of the besieging army. passing 
to and fro. 

At a short distance om the other side of 
the town we met a few covered carts, con- 
veying some soldiers who had been slightly 
wounded, but who were well enough to be 
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removed to the rear of the army. As we 
advanced, the firing became much louder, 
and the number of French soldiers on the 
road was greatly increased. At the place 
where we last changed horses, a person 
who had just returned from Antwerp 
came up to the carriage, and strongly 
advised us not to think of proceieding oh 
the direct road to the town, as the fire from 
the citadel had constantly passed over it) 
and it was therefore Attended with the 
greatest danger^ He proposed, that we 
should make a circuitous route of three 
tallies; but my. companion, who had had 
better opportunities of judging of the real 
danger of the undertaking, despi^d the 
fears of our informant, and we proceeded 
in the direct line. We then passed through 
the village of Berchem, at about a mile from 
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Antwerp, where the head-quarters of the 
French army and of Marshal Gerard 
were posted, which presented a most lively 
scene, full of troops, amusing themselves 
in every sort of way, while bivouacs were 
formed on the outskirts. Most of the 
trees and underwood in the hedges were cut 
down either to make gabions or fascines, or 
else to erect tents for the soldiers in the 
camp. The plot thickened as we ap- 
proached Antwerp. 

Before we arrived at the gates of the 
town there were several marks of shells 
and shot that had fallen on each side of 
the road, and in many places had pierced 
the walls and roofs of the houses. We now 
heard the firing on both sides, as if close 
to us, and occasionally saw smoke arisirig 
from the French batteries, some of which 
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were not far from us^ on the left. Not- 
withstanding the occasional danger that 
existed on the road between Berchem and 
Antwerp, still the inhabitants of each place 
passed backwards and forwards, as if 
nothing was going on to interrupt their 
usual occupations; and during my whole 
stay, I only heard of two accidents that 
happened on the road ;— one of which was 
a man who lost his 1^, and the other an 
unfortunate cow« which was killed while 
grazing in a field close by. On arriving 
at the gates x>f the town we were asked for 
our passports, and allowed to enter. We 
found all the streets approaching to the 
citadel barricaded, — sentries placed in 
erery direction, — ^and all the cellar-win- 
dows throughout the city filled with mud 
and straw> and made splinter-proof, in case 
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of an attack from the citadel. These were 
the only visible symptoms of the siege 
then in progress so close to the place ; and 
throughout the streets, the inhabitants, both 
male and female, were walking about quite 
unconcerned. We soon arrived at the 
Hotel du Grand Labbureur, which is 
situated in a very fine and wide stireet, a 
little above the palace of King Leop(dd, and 
joined a party of most agreeable English 
officers, who had been staying there since 
the commencement of the siege. My friend. 
Captain P — ^r, immediately introduced me 
to them, and I was kindly admitted as 
a regular member of their society. Our 
party consisted of eight. We dined toge- 
ther every day, and had a sitting-room 
entirely appropriated to our use, with sepa- 
rate bed-rooms iinder the same roof; we 
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may, therefore, say that we lived as com 
fortably as at any hotel in London or in 
Paris, and were not much exposed to the 
usual hardships and privations occasioned 
by a state of siege. 

Our evening had advanced to half-past 
eight or nine o'clock, when it was proposed 
that we should adjourn to the top of the 
theatre, to witness the siege by night. The 
theatre, was at a small distance from the 
hotel in which we lived, in the direction of 
the citadel, and its roof being considerably 
higher than those of the town in general, 
it afforded us a most extensive panoramic 
view of this extraordinary scene. We paid 
about the value of eighteen pence each for 
admittance at the door, and were shown up 
to the garrets of the. building, where we 
found holes forced through, expressly for 
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the use of the many anxious spectators who 
came there. 

The scene thus presented to us was singu-' 
lar and striking-— constant flashes of fire in 
every direction — shells having the appear- 
ance of shooting stars passing at a tremen- 
dous height to aiid from the citadel , occa- 
sionally bursting in the air and presenting 
the innumerable sparks of a fire-work, or 
falling on the ground, and with a tremen- 
dous crash announcing their deadly havoc. 
In addition to this there was an unceasing 
fire of cannon and of musketry kept up 
the whole time, every flash of which was 
easily distinguished, — and with the light- 
balls^ which were thrown from the Citadel 
by the Dutch to enable them to judge of 
the progress of the works of the enemy, — 
as they remained unextinguished some time 
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after they fell, — ^presented a most animating 
and exciting spectacle. At intervals we 
heard stray shots whizzing by us at no 
great distance ; but as we were not in the 
direction in which either party would na^ 
turally fire, our danger appeared much 
greater than it really was. 



The operations of the siege had now 
been in progress for about a fortnight ; and 
the delay which had driven the arrival on 
the ground of the author of the few preced- 
ing pages to so late a date, rendered him 
unable to extend his personal observations 
through that period. The deficiency has, 
however, been more than supplied by the 
kindness of a friend — one of that military 
party which he has already enumerated — 
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whose general assistance he has before ac- 
knowledged ; and of whose various qualifi- 
cations for such a task, it would but be 
presumptuous in him to speak. Having, 
therefore, conducted his readers thus fai^ 
along with the course of his own individual 
narrative, he now invites their interest to a 
short detail, so furnished, of the events 
which had brought the contending parties 
to the position in which he for the first 
time beheld them. 



The following pages profess only to 
bring down a narrative of the siege of the 
Citadel of Antwerp from the commence- 
ment of the French operations to this point, 
with a few remarks on the merits of the 
attack and defence, such as may be accept- 
able to the- general reader, whether military 
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6r civil. But the intense interest with 
which these events have been watched in 
England will probably render a few preli- 
ihinary remarks desirable to the untravelled. 
Antwerp has long been considered among 
the distinguished cities of Europe. Much 
of its ancient splendour is yet to be traced 
in the magnitude of several streets, and the 
grandeur of both the private and public 
buildings. It still possesses very many 
claims on the admiration of strangers. 
The docks are among the finest in the 
world; it is surpassed by few cities of 
Europe in the number and rich archi- 
tecture of its churches; and amidst the 
magnificent collection of paintings with 
which it abounds, the city can boast of 
one — the production of native genius — the 
richest gem of the art — that might alone 

c 
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draw Totaries from afar to Tifflt the plaee^ 
and pay homage to ]ftubens' master-leffort 
— the Descent from the Cross. 

The situation of the city on the Scheldt 
secures to it eminent commercial advan- 
tages ; but the population, which anciently, 
and before the rise of Amsterdam as an in- 
dependent rival, amounted to 100,000*, is 
now reduced to 60,000 inhabitants. The 
banks of the Scheldt are low, and the sur- 
rounding country is not distinguished by 
any natural beauty; but the unrivalled 
industry of the inhabitants has converted 
the barren sand and wide unbroken plain 
into a series of rich plantations^ adorned 
with villas, groves and gardens^ which, 
through the indulgence of peaceful years, 
have been allowed to creep up to the very 

* It hfts been stated as high as 200,000. 
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lines of defence. Populous villages ex- 
tend to the gates of the city; and the 
traveller is only made aware of his ap- 
proach to one of the strongest fortresses 
of the Netherlands a few minutes before 
he enters it. 

The city lies qn the right bank of the 
Scheldt, and is inclosed, on the land side, 
by w(H'ks of defence, consisting of nine irre- 
gular fronts of fortifications, strengthened 
with several outworks. A strong work, 
called Fort du Nord, in the form of a pen- 
tagon, is situated on the north-east of the 
city, and about a mile from it, surrounded 
with a ditch ninety feet in breadth, and nine 
feet in depth. The Tete de Flandre, on 
the left bank of the Sdieldt, and immedi* 
ately opposite to the city, is a small work 
open in rear to the river, and consisting of 

c8 
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a bastion, connected by curtains, with two 
other bastions which unite with the bank of 
the river. It has a rampart well fraised* ; a 
ditch of ninety feet in breadth, and six.feet in 
depth ; a covert- way > and narrow advanced^ 
ditch. There is a small village within the 
work^ and the chauss^ from Ghent to 
Antwerp leads through it. The country 
round is capable of being inundated. The 
Scheldt, in this part, is between 500 and 
600 yards in breadth, and the ordinary tide 
rises ten feet. Other small works are scat- 
tered along the banks of the river,, and in 
advance of the city. The two principal 
works, Forts Lillo and Lief kenshoek, that 
command the immediate approaches to Ant* 
werp by the river, are situated . nearly 

* DefeDded by strong pickets of wood, arranged bo- 
rizontally along asloping bank, to increase the difficulty 
of ascent. 
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-Opposite to each other^ and about nine miles 
below the city. 

Lillo is an irregular pentagon with a 
front of 160 yards ; it has an unreveted, 
but strongly palisaded, rampart ; a ditch 
■ninety feet in breadth ; a covert- way well 
palisaded, and a small ravelin on the land 
side. It is capable of being inundated to a 
distance of two miles and a half, and to a 
depth of three feet. 

Lief kenshoek is a square fortress, with a 
front of 200 yards, and a ditch of ninety 
feet breadth. 

The citadel is situated at the extreme 
right of the defences of the town, and con- 
sists of a regular pentagon, with a front of 
880 yards*. It is surrounded with a wet 



• Vide the page facing the Plan, in which this term 
18 explained. . 
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ditch ninety feet in breadth, and ten feet in 
depth; a covert-way, and glacis. The 
bastions* .are intrenched, and have oriU 
Ions and retired flanks, and the rampart 
has a demi-revetement*. Each bastion has 
a casemate* capable of containing 400 men, 
commencing at one retired flank, and ter- 
minating at the other: the whole of the 
bastions affording shelter for 2000 men. 
A small work covers the curtain towards 
the Scheldt, and the three other curtains are 
protected by ravelins*, or demi-lunes. The 
defences of the town immediately join the 
counterscarp*, opposite the curtain* that 
unites the two bastions Fernando and 
Toledo. Each front of the citadel towards 
the country is further protected by an out- 
work^ called a lunette* ; and St. Laurent, 

^ Vide page facing the Plan, 
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the work first attacked by the French, was 
the lunette in advance of the front against 
which their operations were principally 
directed. 

During the fierce struggles between the 
Netherlanders and Spaniards, in the six« 
teenth century, Antwerp reaped its full 
share of high, as well as melancholy, cele- 
brity. It was on the occasion of the Prince 
of Parma's celebrated siege in 1584, that 
Forts Lillo and Lief kenshoek were con- 
structed to assist in securing to the city the 
command of the Scheldt; but their effi* 
ciency for this object was destroyed by the 
stupendous bridge thrown across the river 
by the Spaniards. The citadel, on the 
other hand^ had been constructed by Alva, 
in 1567, to overawe the town. The de- 
fences hav^ recently been improved and 
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enlarged, and made reciprocal with the 
works of the town ; but still left capable of 
an isolated, though then necessarily a less 
perfect defence. The whole of the ground 
in the immediate neighbourhood of this 
work is covered with, houses, trees^ and 
gardens ; which have .been ,gradu$illy esta- 
blished on the usual conditions, — that, in 
the event of hostilities, they should, if re- 
quisite, be removed. 

The traveller totally unacquainted with 

works of fortification would find difficulty^ 
on his near approach to. the citadel by the 
road from Brussels, in detecting the outr 
lineaof the fortress, and in separating its 
really strong and well-defined works from 
the surrounding country ; the slight eleva- 
tion of the ramparts*, the blending in of 

* : Vide page facing the Plan. 



SIEGE OF ANTWERP. 25 

the slopiQg glacis* with the pariipet*» so 
as to cover the wall of the rampart, and 
totally to hide the ditch, and the absence of 
any bold or imposing features, completely 
deceive the inexperienced eye, and disap^ 
point the sanguine expectation. But the 
experienced soldier well understands that, 
behind the slightly elevated mounds of 
earth, and indistinct lines of art before 
him, a stronghold is established, and 
the means of stern and bloody resist- 
ance can be gathered; that an iron 
shower can sweep across every approach ; 
and that the apparently insignificant spot 
is to be won in war only by all the efforts 
of military science, energy, and courage. 

Although it is beyond the scope of 
this work to review the course of affair^ 

* Vide page facing the Plan. 
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which led to the ensuing conflict, it is still 
necessary to consider for one moment its 
origin and nature before we can correctly 
appreciate the poation and the conduct of 
the several parties.concemed. 

A case like this^ where a mediating 
power interposes to compel^ with over- 
whelming force, a compliance on the part 
of 6ne of two disputants, with the terms 
of a definite and limited stipulation in 
favour of the other, gives rise to several 
anomalous relations between them which 
are not incident to ordinary warfare. On 
the one hand^ such a transaction gives 
to the party attacked the UMMral dig- . 
nity of withstanding an attempt to force 
submission^ while it fixes on the third and 
neutral party a stigma of imbecility. On 
the other hand> the belligerent negotiator 



8IEOE OF ANTWERP. A^ 

in the affair unfurls his standard without 
b^ing impelled by any one of the usual 
incitements to war. There could be no 
contest for national superiority} no chival- 
rous thirst of high achievement against a 
proud and defying enemy; no necessity of 
self-defence; no plea for just retribution; 
not even the covetous desire for aggrandize- 
ment of territory ; in short, everything is 
wanting that anciently constituted the glory 
or the sin of war. 

Much of this peculiar nature of the affair 
was here shown in the animus with which 
the French and Dutch conducted their hos- 
tilities. On the one sid^, it was an affair of 
science ; on the other, of passive resistance. 
A garrison from any nation in the world 
would, probably, have been equally accept* 
able to the French as tenants of the strong- 
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hold, provided they would sufficiently pro- 
long their defence^ to allow of General 
Haxo and his corps du genie advancing lit 
the most approved scientific manner to the 
breach; while the Dutch, on their pf^'t, 
were probably jequally indifferent as to 
whose colours mocked the air beneath their 
batteries, and by what nation they were 
summoned to surrender^ provided always 
the hostile force was not of Belgium. The 
two armies^ indeed^ went to their work 
with very satisfactory consciences. Mar* 
shal Gerard marched under the orders of 
the high negotiating powers to discharge 
his military devoir^ and General Chass^, 
like a good soldier and loyal subject, stoutly 
defended his walls agreeably to his king'^s 
command; both parties shifting upon 
their masters the whole moral responsibility 
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of the affair. But as it is scarcely to be. 
expected from human philosophy that two 
parties should be engaged in the work of 
destruction against each other for four-and- 
twenty days and nights, without eliciting 
some sparks of anger in their collision, so 
it appeared that the belligerents, by com- 
mon consent, diverted the full measure of 
their wrath from each other to pour it out 

• 

on the unfortunate neutral party ; the 
Dutch hating the Belgian with all the bit- 
terness of social antipathy^ and the French 
repelling them with as full a measure of 
contempt. 

The position of the Belgian army durino- 
this affair was most painful; and many 
gallant and high-spirited soldiers were 
galled to the quick at being obliged to look 
on in tame inactivity, while a foreign 
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army was engaged in fighting their battle, 
and sternly imposing on them a strict neu- 
trality. We accidentally witnessed a body 
of Belgian troops march out of Antwerp, 
on the commencement of operations, to be 
replaced by an equal force of French sent 
by the marshal to occupy certain posts for 
the better maintenance of the neutrality of 
the city ; and if there be faith in appear- 
ancesj both officer and private felt deeply 
the humiliation to which they were sub- 
jected by a necessity beyond their control. 

Again, — to increase the complication of 
strange feelings that characterized this 
whole alTair, — the city of Antwerp was 
divided in its political sentiments; a large 
portion of the respectable and influential 
inhabitants was attached to the government 
of the King of Holland ; another portion 
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was indifferent to anything but a peaceable 
arrangement; and a third portion (per* 
haps numerically the strongest) was vio- 
lently opposed to the Dutch, and zealously 
attached to the new order of things. 
These various sentiments were of course 
strongly displayed during the progress of 
the uege. The Orangists muttered curses 
low^ butdeep^on French and Belgian alike, 
and privately offered to back '* Old Chass^^' 
against all the efforts of the '^ MarshaP' 
and the Monster Mortar of Belgium to 
boot. The ^^ juste milieu*' looked on with 
comparative indifference, and contented 
themselves with hedging their bets on the 
two combatants ; and the revolutionists, or 
third party, vapoured and flourished^ and 
affected to be greatly annoyed at not being 
allowed to take the citadel themselves ; and 
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though bitterly hostile to the Dutch,' they 
were yet secretly, but obviously, gratified 
at any apparent error or failure of the 
French. 

The result of the siege and the termina- 
tion of the existing state of things were 
anxiously looked for by all parties. Trade 
and commerce had suffered severely, social 
disunion prevailed throughout the city, 
and very many respectable families had 
quitted their homes on the approach of the 
French arniy. There was, also, a distinct 
cause of anxiety to all parties. It was not 
ascertained what measures of retaliation 
General Chasse might adopt during the. 
siege; and there consequently prevailed 
some degree of alarm lest he might choose 
to bombard the city. 

The general had, oh a former occasion, 
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pvea the inhabitants a slkinple of his means 
of annoyance in a sortie, and by partially 
bombarding the city and destroying the 
arsenal. Precautions had been taken since 
then to meet a similar attempt : the prhi«» 
dpal streets or avenues were barricaded, 
splinter-proc^s* were very generally applied 
to the houses, and formidable batteries of 
gunsr howitzers^ and mortars, were mounted 
on the defences, and directed against the 
citadel. Rubens'^ two paintings-^the ** As- 
cent to^' and *' Descent from the Cross,^' in 
the cathedra], were carefully protected by 
large timbers, bags of sand^ and hides, from 
the casualties of a bombardment. Although 
the alarm prevailed very generally, and 



* Log9 of timber, or other msteriab, capable of re8i8^ 
ing the fragments of shells on their bursting. The 
term is used in contradistinction to bomb-proof. 
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never wholly subsided during the siege, 
there could. have been no serious grounds 
for apprehending that General Chass6 
would fire on the town. Such an act 
would in nowise have benefited his cause, 
or aided his defence ; but, on the contrary, 
would have ruined a large number of his 
friends, both personal and political, drawa 
on him a tremendous fire from the Belgian 
batteries, and given the French the advan- 
tage of attacking him from the town. In- 
deed, nothing could have justified an at- 
tempt on the city but a direct overt act of 
hostility from it. Europe would have 
strictly measured the justice of such an at- 
tempt ; for all Europe would have mourned 
over the destruction of one of its finest 
cities, — her numerous works of art, — her 
splendid buildings, — and above all her 
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crowning grace and glory, the cathedral^ 
with its precious treasure. 

The immediate advance of the French 
army had been expected during several 
months, and it was presumed that both 
parties were fully prepared for the attack 
and defence when the besieging force at 
last crossed the Belgian frontier, and ap- 
proached to invest the citadel. 

Tbe French entered Belgium on the 
15th pf November,. and by the S8th of the 
same month the citadel was fully invested, 
and the whole of the country in the neigh* 
bourhood occupied by their troops. 

The army is stated to have consisted of 
64 baUalions of 800 men each, 12,000 
cavalry, 1 troop of horse artillery, 12 com- 
panies of foot artillery, 8 companies of 
engineers, forming a total of about 

D 2 
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70;000 men. The ordnance consisted of 
about — 

40 24*poanders» 

90 18*pounder8, 

80 mortars, 

20 howitzers, 
all of which were of brass. 

The army was originally distributed ac* 
cording to the following arrangement :— «- 

Marshal Gerard occupied the village of 
Bourgerouty about half a mile from the dty, 
as the head-quarters of the army, which, 
however^ were subsequently removed to 
Berchem. A division uhder Gen. Sebastiani 
occupied the village of St. Nicholas across 
the Scheldt, to watch the Tete de Flandre 
and the positions on that side of the river. /^ 

A division was posted at Merxem^ commu- 
nicating by a temporary bridge across the 
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Scheldt with Sebastiani's division. The 
Duke of Orleans, with the cavalry, occu- 
pied Braschaet, with piquets pushed to 
West Wesel, and to watch the frontier. 
A^ivision was held in reserve at Malines 
(or Mechlin) « about twelve miles from Ant- 
werp> and the head^quarters of the artil- 
lery and engineers were established at 
Berchem, in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the intended operations. The troops 
also for the immediate service of the siege 
were quartered in this latter village and 
the adjoining country. 

The troops selected for this army were 
probably, in physical quality, discipline, 
experience, and science, the elite of the 
French forces. They were commanded by 
a. highly distinguished ofiicer, and the de- 
tails were entrusted to an engineer of 
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splendid reputation. The- troops of the' 
ordnance service — ^those of the artillery 
and engineers — were among the very 
choicest of the whole army. The men were 
physically superior to the rest, and distin- 
guished also for their morale. The in- 
fantry in general were young, and rather 
under-sized — ^men, however, of strength* 
and sinew, and jfiill of activity and intel- 
ligence. Of the cavalry we s&w little; 
but> judging from specimens, they appeared 
to be miserably moutited. The officers 
were composed of more mixed and hetero- 
geneous niaterials than the men. With 
the debris of BuonapaVte*8 school was 
associated a new generation. The officers 
of infantry were generally from among the 
former — *• vielles moustaches/' every one 
of whom had been everywhere (except at 
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Waterloo) — captains and subalterns of fifty 
battles — men who had. fought long and 
bravely, and who, at last, had only 
achieved the rank of captain and the 
cross of honour, and many the cross 
alone, without the rank. Among this class 
we found but : too many who^ soured by 
disappointment, and by hope not deferred 
but destroyed, were but little disposed to 
show much civility to the English stranger, 
and who meted out their courtesy towards 
us, when we passed them in the trenches^ 
or on the road, with a most sparing spirit. 
The constitutional gaiety, light-hearted- 
ness, and kindly disposition of others had 
survived, throughout their hard fortunes ; 
and from them we had always a ready re- 
turn to our salute, a good-tempered smile, 
and a kind warning to look out for the 
shells 
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The officers of the staff, and many of 
the young officers, were evidently of a 
higher grade in society — men of birth and 
breeding, and well educated. The contrast 
between this class of officers and the vete*- 
rans was remarkable : while the former 
were full of eagerness and hope, the latter 
entered on their duties with the usual self- 
possession and tranquil spirit of men long 
used to war; their -military enthusiasm 
quenched^ by the hopelessness of any faw 
vourable personal results ; discharging thdr 
duty steadily and well, but rather from 
habit than from any exciting motive. They 
always, however, appeared to advantage in 
their intercourse with thdr men in the 
trenches— in remonstrating with or enoou-' 
raging theto. It wa3 then that some por* 
tion of the old spirit revived in them ; there 
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was a ri^t feefing between the officer and 
private, more, perhaps, of entreaty than of 
command on the one side, and less of re- 
spect than of aiFection on the other; but 
there was a mutually good understanding, 
and they were fitted to develope each otherV 
qualities. The veteran officer, notwith* 
standing he had proved the fallacy of his 
own hopes, always lent an encouraging 
smile to the joyous excitement and zeal 
of the young soldier; and the latter repaid 
it with a ready devotion, though^ accord- 
ing to our notions, expressed somewhat 
irregularly. 

The French soldiers commenced the 
campaign with their characteristic gaiety — 
a quality encouraged and commended in 
the general orders of the army. Innu- 
merable instances occurred on the march 
«id during the si^. Colonel 'W. S. men- 
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tioned one that he witnessed in the Boulevard 
at Brussels. A party had halted, after. a 
long march, before his house, and^ disco- 
vering his children in the garden and 
his mititary title on the gate, struck up 
a dance, and continued it with great spirit 
for some time. There was sure to be an 
interchange of smiles and jokes on the 
road ; and the soldier was always more 
ready to laugh with you than at you : their 
gaiety — the facility with which they ac- 
commodate themselves to circumstances — 
their ready resource, intelligence, and spirit, 
(qualities that at all times distinguished the 
French troops,) were conspicuous on the 
present occasion, and imparted to the whole- 
campaign much the appearance of what 
they boasted it would prove — une prome- 
nade de quinze jours. 

On the Sunday (November 25th) pre- 
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ceding the opening of the trenches, and 
while the artillery were establishing their 
park, and the engineers preparing their 
fascines* and gabions f, the people of 
Antwerp poured out from the city to wit- 
ness these preparatory measures, and to 
mix among the French quartered in. the 
village of Berchem and the neighbourhood* 
The Sabbath on the continent is a festival 
of gaiety. Everybody was dressed out in 
the height of holyday finery. Specimens 
of the ancient and peculiar costumes of 
both sexes were sprinkled among the mo- 
dern and French fashions ; the broad, low- 
crowned hat and ample-skirted coat of the 

* Faggots used in the trenches to support the loose 
earth of the parapet or bank, and to form bridges across 
the ditch. 

f Baskets open at bottom as well as top, filled with 
earth, and applied, like the fascines, to the parapets of 
trenches or batteries. 
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dders, vied with the high crown, the meagre 
brim, and the eternal blue and black frock 
of the younger race ; and these again were 
contrasted ^with the blue smocks and Ger- 
man forage-caps worn by all classes of 
Belgians. Among the other sex were pretty, 
round, blooming faces, broadly visible from 
the Flemish cap with long lappets, and 
the close bonnet without rim ; and there 
were ears and necks adorned with massive 
ornaments of the purest gold ; gowns of 
bright scarlet, and stockings of bright blue ; 
pretty feet in shoes with small gold buckles^ 
and others in the unsightly, but useful and 
economical, ttabot or wooden shoe. Beauties 
of the higher class wore only the tasteful 
lace cap and the dark cloak gracefully 
folded round them, while a few ultras had 
imported the juste miii«i bonnet from Paris 
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or Brussels. Groups of both sexes and 
all ages strolled oy&t ground that was soon 
to be crossed at the peril of life : the daj 
was mild and beautiful* and the laughing, 
chattering, reckless crowds apfx'oached as 
near to the devoted citadel as the soitries 
would permit, and within a short range of 
its guns. The horizontal trioolored flag of 
the Dutch was hoisted on Chasse's house, 
and hung listlessly in the air : a sentry, and 
occasionally an officer or soldier, was seen 
on the parapet, but there was nothing else 
to denote that the place was tenanted by 
upwards of four thousand gallant sjHrits, 
hourly waiting the commencement of a 
fearful ccmtest. Other groups were cross- 
ing the ground precisely in the direction of 
the intended trenches and batteries of the 
besiegers, or joining in the joke and laugh 
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with the soldiers engaged in making the 
fiiscines and gabions, and working in the 
parks of the artillery and corps du g^nie. 
The troops had been so disposed that none 
were seen in large bodies near the place of 
operations, and now small parties were idly 
lounging and mingling with the citizens 
in the village of Berchem. No stranger, 
suddenly arriving on the spot, would have 
conjectured that preparations for an imme- 
diate conflict were carrying on, and that 
other sounds than those of light merriment 
were soon to be heard in that spot,— where 
a question was about to be submitted, 
within a few hours, to a bloody arbitrement, 
to the solution of which all Europe lent an 
earnest and most anxious attention. 

Meantime the interest excited by the ex- 
pected siege had brought together several 
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English officers to the town of Antwerp, 
who were present during the whole or the 
greater part of the operations, and to whose 
experience, and observation the author is 
indebted for much of: what is contained in 
the following pages. 

This party of amateurs was assembled 
in the Grand Laboureur, in the Place de 
Mer, an old established and excellent 
hotel. It consisted of Colonel W. Smith, 
ofthe Horse Artillery, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Colin Campbell^ late of the Slst Fusileers, 
Captain Parker and. Lord Ranelagh, of 
the 1st Life Guards ; Captain C. . Stuart 
Wortley, Mr. Sterling of the 3d Dragoon 
Guards^ Captain Fitzgerald of the navy, 
and Captain Brandreth of the Engineers ; 
Colonel . Scott, late of the 17th Lancers, 
Captain Ball of the 8th Hussars, and Cap- 
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tain Hope^ who were ako preseot during 
the whole of the operations ; Sir 6eoi^ 
Hamiltan, and Mr. Doyle of ti» British 
embassy at Bmsseh, oocanonidiy joined 
the party, and, at diflierent periods, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Reid, Captain Bicardo, and 
Lieutenants Blane and Gardiner of the 
3d Life Guards, Lieatenant Parry <A the 
1st Life Guards, Captain Stoddart of the 
Staff Corps, Lieutenant Colboum of the 
Boyal Artillery, and Ca)>taitt Bernard, 
cameoyetto witness the siege, and to swell 
the list of Yiaters* At a subsequent period. 
Colonel Fanshawe, Captain Macaulay, and 
Lieutenant Wynne of the Eng^eers^ and 
Lieutenant O'Brien of the Artillery^ ar* 
rived ; and Colonel F. Inpougbt with him 
Ins twin sons, the one a Sandhurst, and the 
other a Woolwich cadet, blooming lads of 
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fifteen, who came to take an early practical 
lewoaki tbeur profession* 

NofwithataiidingtheatarDi that prevailed 
in the cit;> bbA the sudden . arrival of so 
large an army in the immediate neighbour- 
hood, the venerable host of the Grand 
Laboureur contrived to supply the mess of 
the amateurs with excellent fare every day^ 
and to furnish all appliances and means 
that oould render the $your of the party to 
the full as agreeable as on ordinary occa- 
sions. The old hotel, indeed, had rarely 
witnessed so much life and merriment, and 
tor so Icmg a period. It was always filled, 
and principally with English. Mynheer 
Loos was a staunch Orangist, and while 
he sincerely sympathized with Chassd, and 
lamented his jeopardy, he must have felt 
the full force of the old adage concerning 

E 
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ill- winds, as he gathered together the francs 
from the spectators that the cross gale had 
blown into his harbour. It is scarcely ne- 
cessary to say that the feeling of his Eng- 
]ish guests towards General Chass^ and his 
gallant band fully responded to that of 
their host. Whatever might have been 
the political view that any of the party 
were disposed to take of the merits of the 
question about to be so sternly discussed, 
there was nothing to qualify th^r sym- 
pathy and admiration for the septuagena- 
rian chief and his loyal garrison. The 
feeling, indeed, in favour of General 
Chasse was pretty general among all people.- 
The French spoke with respect of an an- 
cient and well-approved comrade^ and per* 
haps only the canaille or off-scourings of 
the city, who had tasted of the old man's 
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discipline on some former ciocasion, were 
ever heard heartily to abuse him. His 
position, indeed, was not altogether unen- 
viable. As a loyal subject and good sol- 
dier, obeying the commands of his sove- 
reign, he was exempted from all the moral 
responsibility of maintaining a hopeless de- 
fence, and placed in a situation for testify- 
ing, bravely and honourably^ his devotion 
to his king and country. While Holland 
was held under the French domination, 
the General had earned the reputation of a 
gallant soldier, confirmed and sealed by the 
' soubriquet of ** General Bayonette,*- 

He had also served with distinction 
under the Duke of Wellington at Water- 
loo ;. and now in his old age, and while 
labouring under infirmities, he was selected 
by his sovereign to discharge a duty that^ 

£2 
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appeared eminently calculated to cBsplay 
tbe beat qualilses of the solcBer; Of die 
manner in which he ^seharged this^ moat, 
tryuigdnty^ and the merits of his defence, 
an opiaion will elsewhere be offered. 

Previpus to aay Offert tact of hostility , it 
wi^ gently understood that a negotia- 
tion would be €»jt^ed intj^ between tjsie 
^oQten^yig paiities to save the city from 
tjhie hoirr<m of the cooAiot. The ham ^ 
tlie^ncigotiation wm supposed to be tibe en^ 
tire neutoiHty of the city. This oondkkm 
eompdled the French to confine their at- 
tack to those fronts of the citadel that 
looked towards the country, and as the 
Dutch had placed gun-boats in the river, 
the besieging army Umited their principal 
works of attadk. to die one front in ad'* 
usance of which was the lunette St. LauoenU 
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General Gfaass^ derived from thk cir- 
cumstance the advanli^e of concentrating 
his means of defence. An ^tire firont^ 
with a portion of tlie one acljoining^ Was 
covered by the town } a third was accessi^ 
ble only from the river ; and the fourth 
might be aided» in its def<»)ce> by the gun- 
boats. The fifth front, alone, lay directly 
open to attack from the country. But 
there were cirounistances that very much 
qualified these advantaged, and over which 
<5eneral Chass6 had no control. It has 
been already observed, that the ground in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the dtadel 
was covered with groves and^urdens, i|i»> 
tersected with hedges and ditchesi and 
spotted with buildings. These obstruC'^ 
tions assisted greatly in masking the opeira- 
$ip^$ of the French /and enabling them to 
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break ground much nearer the fortress 
than would have been attempted if the 
country had been cleared within the usual 
given range. General Chass^ was, doubt- 
less, fully aware of this disadvantage ; but^ 
shut up in his citadel^ and jealously watched 
in all his movements by a superior Belgian 
force, he was unable, if, indeed, he had 
been willing, to destroy the property that 
thus encumbered his defence. 

The General had, also, another disad- 
vantage to contend with, that will be 
noticed presently. The weather continued 
remarkably fine for several days previous 
to the French opening their trenches, and 
various speculations were afloat to account 
for their delay in availing themselves of it, 
when it could scarcely, at that season, be 
expected to last. It was currently believed 
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that negotiations were still pending to pre- 
vent the final appeal to arms. The French, 
however^ pushed forward their prepara- 
.tions ; — waggons, loaded with fascines and 
^bions, passed daily through the city to 
the engineers' park ; their intrenching tools 
were brought up, and unpacked in the 
little church-yard of Berchem ; and the 

artillery were actively preparing for their 

« 

formidable batteries. 

It was obvious that the Marshal, though 
extremely anxious to commence operations, 
,had decided on waiting till every prepara- 
tion bad been completed, to secure the 
^progress of the works without interruption. 

Colonel taradoc, the British military 
commissioner, and M. Talguy, the French 
.Secretary ,of legation for Belgium^ were 
lodged M the chateau of a Belgian geptle- 
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man, near the marshars head-quarters. 
The amateurs deriyed great advantage from 
the former, as^ through his kindoessy they 
procured passports from Genend St. Cjr, 
the chief ot the Etat Major-General, eim<- 
bliijrg them to enter the ti^dies, and wk- 
ness the operations. 

This indulgence was obtained from Ge- 
neral St. Cyr by any British officer who 
procured the required certificate from Co- 
lone) Caradoc ; and, in geneial, the officers 
of the FraM^h staff were attentire in fbr<- 
warding the application of the £n^h> 
though individual instances of less cour*- 
tesy occurred ; but the general impression 
was certainly in favour of a disposition to 
oblige on the part of the French officers. 

On the morning of the SOth^ while we 
were still anxiously expecting sotne move- 
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menty we learnt^ at an early hour, that 
the French had marched out with a force 
of 6000 men during the night — had com- 
mettced breaking ground about twelve 
o'clock, with 1500 workmen«-and had then 
opened upwards <tf 9000 yards of trench 
for their first parallel. The whole affidr 
was conducted with so much silenoe and 
secrecy, that the Dutdi were totally un- 
aware of the occurrence until the morning, 
when the besiegers had already established 
cover for their troops. Colonel Caradoc 
was only made acquainted wiUi the move« 
ment of the troops by accident. 

A part of the force was drawn from 
the village of BorgeixHit, where the head* 
quarters were established ; and as they had 
to pass the road whidi ran near Colonel 
Caradoe's house, he perceived them, and 



58 SIEGE OF ANTWERP. 

immediately ordering his horse, followed^ 
and arrived in time to witness the whole of 
the operations. The first parallel^ or trench, 
commenced near the crest of the glacis of 
Fort Montebello, and about 600 yards from 
the bastion Toledo ; and extended round 
towards Kiel, maintaining, everywhere, 
nearly the same distance from the body of 
the place. A strong force occupied the 
grounds to protect the working party against 
a sortie ; and the workman commenced his 
labour by placing his musket before him 
on the line previously traced by the engi- 
neer : he then broke ground immediately 
in rear of it ; and throwing the earth before 
him towards the citadel, so as to make an 
excavation about four feet square, three 
feet deep, with a bank of earth before him 
about three feet six inches above the surface 



» • 
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of the ground, and about six feet six inches 
above the bottom of the excavation in which 
he stood. This was effected with all pos- 
sible silence and despatch . Colonel Caradoc, 
on joining our party afterwards at the 
Grand Laboureur^ described the operation 
as having been conducted in a most masterly 
^tyle, under the immediate direction of 
General Haxo. The trench was afterwards 
widened, and deepened ; and when com- 
pleted was ten feet in width^ three feet in 
depth) and seven in height from the sole, 
or bottom^ of the trench, to the top of the 
parapet) or bank ; behind which the troops 
assembled, under cover from the fire of the 
citadel. 

The reader, unacquainted with military 
:operations, particularly with those of. a 
'Siege, will, perhaps,, with a little explana- 
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lion^ readily understand the intent of the 
besiegers' works. The besiegers, having 
dedded against what porti(Hi of the for*^ 
tvess they shall first direct their attack, the 

4 

engineer traces, during the nighty the liae 
or direction of the first parallel^ or trench^ 
whidi, when comfdeted, gives th^ besiegers 
the advantage of covering a certain portion 
of their troops from the fire of llie place^ 
who are thus prepared to protect their fur- 
ther approach. The next operation is to 
establish in this parallel several batteries 
directed i^;ainst certain portions of the 
defences, in order to dismount the guns^ or 
silence the fire of the besieged. Trenches 
are then cut to communicate with a second 
parallel, or trench, asid these communi- 
cations are so tiaced as always to have the 
parapet or bank of earth facing the citadel^ 
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to afford shelter to the troops while fiasghig 
from one paraikl to another. The troops 
are then adiraiidBd from the first parallel 
to the second ; a precisely rimilar operation 
is again carried on between the 'second and 
a third, or a third and a fourth parallel, 
utitil the besic^rs have advanced suffi- 
ciently near the fortress to establish their 
battery, for the purpose of maUng a breach 
in the wall of the rampart, and forming a 
passage across the ditch, for the troops to 
assault the fortress. 

The facility and perfect security with 
which the French conducted their opera- 
tions on the night of the S9th, without any 
interruption from the besieged, can only 
be well explained by tHro circumstances : 
the first from the excellent cover afforded 
by the houses, trees, and gardens, between 
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the line of their parallel and the citadel ; 
and the second from the expectation, on 
the part of General Chass^^ that this overt 
act of hostility would have been preceded 
by a summons* 

, It has already been mentioned that 
General Chasse had not the power of re- 
ipoving the first difiiculty ; the second cir- 
cumstance gives rise to a question, whether 
the Marshal ought, in strict fairness^ to 
have commenced so direct an act of hosti- 
lity, without previously summoning the 
garrison, when it is considered that the 
negotiating Powers professed strongly that 
they were not at war with the Dutch. The 
summons was sent in at about eight o'clock 
in the morning after the open^ig of the 
trenches, and General Chasse, in his reply, 
expres9ed his surprise that hostilities should 
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have preceded it. The Marshal^ in his 
rejoinder, retorted the charge of first com- 
mencing hostility on the General, and 
alleged in support of his charge^ the cutting 
of the dykes near Liefkenshoek, on the 
21st and 24tfa of November, and a shot 
fired at a Belgian officer about the same 
period. He also denied that the act of 
breaking ground was an act of hostility ; 
but asserted that the first shot which Ge- 
neral Chasse fired about twelve o'clock, 
on perceiving a demonstration among the 
French, was really the first act of hostility. 
The cutting of the dyke near Liefken- 
shoek was a precautionary measure of de- 
fence, and could not be interpreted as pre- 
paratory to any ofiensive operations , or 
excepted to by any party, unless indeed 
the terms of the armistice, to which the 
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hind Montebello, looking on^ while the 
French were enlarging the first parallel. 
A few shots were occasionally fired in that 
direction ; and on approaching the trench^; 
a French soldier in rear, and close to the 
edge of the trench, was chattering and 
gesticulating for the amusement of the 
working party. The officer in command, 
who was angrily calling upon the man to 
get into the trench under cover, requested 
one of our party to drive him in, expressing 
his anxiety lest he should draw the fire 
upon the spot where so many idlers were 
collected together. While one of the party 
was persuading the soldier to descend, a 
shot passed close by him and efiectually 
drove him in. The oflScer then invited the 
party to descend also, and we proceeded in 
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the direction of the Jardin de THarmonie, 
idong the trench, which a working party 
was engaged in widening and deepening. 

The better to facilitate our admission 
into the trenches, we had established a sort 
of uniform that at once indicated our pro- 
fession^ without confounding us with the 
combatants. The officers in general were 
courteous in their manner towards us upon 
learning that we belonged to the British 
hrmy. 

On approaching the Jardin de THar- 
monie. Colonel S. pointed out a road with 
trees on each side leading immediately 
to the trench, and along which a party 
of French were advancing. A number 
of soldiers were collected in and about 
the trench, laughing and joking. " We 

f2 
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shall have a shot presently/' observed the 
Colonel, and almost immediately after a 
shot passed over the trench, crashing the 
trees^ and hopping up the avenue. The 
soldiers jumped hastily into the trench« 
and the advancing party moved at a quick 
step through a gateway, where they got 
under cover. As they were fully exposed 
to the iSre while in the avenue, it cannot be 
denied that they bobbed obeisance to the 
shot^ but a woman of the party, one of the 
vivandieres or cantineers, attached to the 
regiment, and marching in^- the ranks, 
moved on at the ordinary pace, and with 
her head fairly erect. Each regiment had 
a certain number of women attached to it, 
who accompanied it into the trenches, bring- 
ing spirits and provisions with them for 
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the use of the men. They were dressed 
in a uniform corresponding generally to 
that of the regiment. A light blue or 
French grey spencer fitting close to the 
shape, with three rows of small brass 
buttons in fronts a petticoat and drawers, 
or rather trowsers of red clothe and laced 
boots» a man*s oiled-skin hat with the 
number of the regiment on it, and a brass 
plate on the arm with the name of the 
individual. There was an air of smartness, 
and occasionally of coquetry about them, 
and at the same time a very passable 
decorum of manner, far removed from the 
notion generally entertained of a *^ camp 
follower." The inborn taste for dress of a 
Frenchwoman triumphed over the near 
approach of their costume to the male 
attire. The smart set of the hat — the 
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gigot sleeves-— 'the bustle-^the scantiness 
of the petticoat, with other little feminine 
arrangements, redeemed them from any 
masculine appearance. They were to be 
seen, with their basket of provisions, in 
every part of the trenches, and at a later 
period, even in the breaching battery; and 
one of their tribe eminently distinguished 
herself on several occasions by her courage^ 
and humanity. 

We were fortunate enough to meet 
General Haxo, who greeted U9 with 
much courtesy, and entered into con- 
versation; touching generaUy on the 
operations of the preceding night. The 
general appeared to be a man about sixty; 
tall and somewhat corpulent, with feature9 
strongly but rather handsomely marked* 
and developing thought and intellect. He 
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was dressed ** en grande tenue," or what 
.might be so coQsider^d for the trenches, 
with the star and decoration of the legion 
of honour. A similar style of dress was worn 
by all the general officers ; and it would 
appear that they rather sought to dis- 
tinguish t}iem9elyes in this manner while 
on duty in thq trenches. They wore a 
copked-bat edged widi black or whitie 
feathers, a ^ingle-^-breasted blue co^, deco- 
rated with the. star and cro$s^ and scarlet 
trowser$ with gold stripes. The officers 
of the staff were also usually equally dis- 
tinguished by their dress, while the battalipn 
officers and privates wore the long frock 
coat ; the former of blue^ and the latter of 
French grey. 

After parting with the General, we 
proceeded on towards the road leading 
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to the Church of St. Laurent, where 
further progress was interdicted. We 
had met and chatted with a colonel on 
duty, who, after parting from us, gave some 
instructions to a sentry, the purport of 
which we had no doubt was to forbid our 
farther advance, as when the attempt was 
made, we were stopped by the ** On ne 
passe pas ici !'* and we accordingly quitted 
the trench, passed along the road to the 
church, and found a body of troops under 
cover of the latter. After exchanging a 
few civilities with the officers, we strolled 
home by Berchem. 

Our little mess sat down to their usual 
good fare, and closed the day with specula- 
tions on the progress and probable duration 
of the siege. 

The fire from the garrison throughout 
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the day was very moderate, and not cal- 
culated to interrupt, in any degree, the 
besiegers' work. 

On the morning of the 1st of December 
we learnt that the French had, during the 
nighty advanced by the *' zig-zags," or 
trenches of communication, to the second 
parallel or trench for the infantry to occupy. 
The weather had been unfavourable : it 
rained heavily, which not only increased 
the labour, but threatened, from the slight 
elevation of the ground and difficulty of 
drainage^ to flood the trenches. The soil, 
however, in general yielded easily to the 
workmen : the whole of the ground in 
occupation by the French consisted of an 
alluvial deposit of from eighteen to twenty- 
four inches in depth, on a substratum of 
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sand^ the former converted by the indus- 
try of the Belgian agriculturist into the 
highest possible condition for culture. 

A party from the *' Grand Laboureqr" 
made an attempt to enter the trenches 
again^ but were givilly prevented by the 
officer on the spot, who pleaded his orders, 
and referred them to the general com** 
manding. T^ie ofl^cers accordingly pro* 
oeeded to tltte bead-quarters of General 
Haxoi the commanding engineer, and 
having sent in their cards, were very cour- 
teously received by a superiop officer of the 
corps du g4nte, through whom they made 
their application for permission to enter 
the trencher, fh^ officer requested them to 
wait till the general, who was with Af arshal 
Gerar49 should be disengaged, when the ap- 
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plication might be made in person. A plan 
pf the attack lay on a table in a corner of 
the room. One anxious glance was cast at 
it, and a slight supposition hazarded that 
it was not permitted of course to be seen 
by a stranger ; the observation was quietly 
answered in the negative. In the course 
of conversation Captain B. observed, that 
he was. an officer of the same branch 
of the service with the colonel^ and had 
come to Antwerp to take a lesson in the art 
of attack ; the officer repli^^ ^' And you 
will probably have one of defence also,'* 
His reply was interesting, as tending to 
confirm a report that the officers ot the 
French engineers had more maturely 
w^hed the difficulties they would have 
to encounter than the rest of the army. 
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l^be siege had been in general spoken of 
as likely to prove a very slight aflair, and 
the nickname of *^ une promenade de 
quinze jours" for the whole campaign, has 
been already noticed. 

Marshal Gerard, shortly after, made his 
appearance; the officers were introduced 
to him, and made their application. The 
Marshal expressed his regret that he could 
not then comply with the request^ but 
added, that when the trenches were more 
advanced their request should be con- 
sidered. 

The Dutch fire, throughout the day, 
was brisker than that of the preceding; 
but still very moderate. The French 
were employed on their batteries and ap- 
proaches. 
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On the morning of the 2nd, the prohibi- 
tion to enter the trenches still continuing. 
Colonel C, Captains P. and B., and Lieu- 
tenant S., went to a tower near the church 
of St. Laurent, which Colonel C. had pre- 
viously visited, and from whence a very 
good view of the lunette St. Laurent, and 
of the citadel, was obtained. The party 
found a Belgian countryman still pertina- 
ciously holding by the tenement, notwith- 
standing that it was only 600 yards from 
the lunette. There was some difficulty, at 
first, in gaining admittance ; but a few 
francs were effectually applied, and the 
man led the party through a garden, and 
round to the back of the building. It 
was understood that the French had ob« 
jected to the building being occupied, lest 
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the appearance at any persons in the upper 
story of the wooden tower should attract the 
fire. Certain necessary precautions, there- 
fore, were adopted, and the party then took 
.possession, for some time, of the upper part 
of the building. The day was cloudy and 
misty, but it occasionally cleared up. On 
the left, the French were employed in con- 
structing a battery under cover of the in- 
tervening trees ; but a shot was occasion- 
ally fired in that direction. Detached por- 
tions of the trenches and approaches could 
be seen in front of the towers ; and on the 
indmediate right, a battalion of infantry 
stationed behind the church of St. Laurent. 
The outlines of the lunette and cita- 
del could be traced distinctly, with 
telescopes and an opera^glass, A few 
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shots passed to the right and left of the 
tower, but the fire was moderate, and by 
no means indicated any vigorous attempt 
to interrupt the works of the besiegers. 
The scene, however, was full of interest 
when a bright streak of light occasionally 
broke through the dull atmosphere, and 
showed the ground of operation, beyond 
which lay the dark mounds of earth that 
formed the defences of the citadel, — ^a few 
artillery .working the guns, and one of the 
party with his match, — the large barrack, 
and other buildings within the walls, — and 
Chass^^s flag of defiance. 

The sound of the cannon, that at intervals 
broke sullenly on the ear, gave assurance 
that the work of hostility had commenced. 
The tower stood in one of those numerous 
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pleasure-grounds which approached close 
to the outworks of the citadel, and afforded, 
by its fair and peaceful aspect, a singular 
contrast to the scene beyond. Like other 
spots, it was destined soon to be ploughed 
up and defaced by the shot and shells from 
the garrison. On leaving the tower, the 

Belgian again barricaded the doors and 
gateways^ but promised to admit the party 
on a future occasion — upon receiving a few 
more francs. 

The fire from the citadel continued to be 
moderate throughout the next day, and 
certainly disappointed those who looked for 
more active demonstrations of defence from 
Chassd. It was difficult to comprehend 
the General^s tactics. The fire^ although 
increased, was still too slack to effect any 
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serious annoyance to the besiegers. The 
French hitherto had been solely employed 
in making their trenches and batteries, and 
until the latter were completed and armed, 
they could not return the fire of the be- 
sieged. The delay in arming the batteries 
seemed to occasion some discontent: the 
weather was supposed to have retarded 
this operation by rendering the trenches so 
heavy with mud and water as to impede 
the carriage of the guns. The morrow, 
however, was mentioned as the day on 
which the batteries were to open ; and as it 
was the festival of St. Barbe, dear to the 
artillerist, the event was confidently ex- 
pected to take place. A part of the de- 
fences of the town, immediately on the 
right of the Berchem or Malines Gate, was 
occupied as a battery by the Belgians with 
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several mortars and guns pointed towat^s 
the citadel, to act in the event of the Butch 
firing on the city. The portion was un- 
der the command of a young officer of the 
Belgian artillery. Captain Soudain de Neu- 
devert^ who very kindly procured access 
for the English officers to the ramparts, 
from whence they could obtain a good view 
of the fire of the French batteries and the 
bastion Toledo, against the faces of which 
it was expected there would be a vigorous 
cannonade. 

On the morning of the 4th, a party as- 
sembled at Captain Soudain's battery to 
witness the opening of the French batteries. 
It was generally understood that the fire 
was to commence precisely at eleven o'clock, 
and as the time approached there were in- 
dications of some important event. 
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Marshal Gerard, accompanied by the 
Dukes of Orleans and Nemours, with a 
numerous staff, and Colonel Caradoc, were 
seen to move towards fort Montebello, 
which lay immediately beyond Soudain's 
battery, and at the extreme right of the 
first parallel. At the same time, General 
Deprez, and a staff of Belgian officers, rode 
into the battery, and alighting, ascended 
the rampart to witness the scene. Several 
military spectators were assembled on the 
spot, and below the rampart a military 
band was stationed. The early part of the 
morning had been dull and cloudy, but 
towards ten o'clock it cleared up, leaving 
only a slight mist or haze. The Dutch 
had not fired for some time; and while 
looking from the rampart across the coun- 
try, in the direction of the citadel and the 

g2 
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ground occupied by the French, there was 
no sight or sound that indicated the slightest 
hostile movement ; the groves and gardens, 
the intersecting hedges, and the several 
country residences of the opulent mer- 
chants, masked the trenches of the be- 
siegers, and presented only to the eye a 
rich suburban landscape softened by the 
light haze. Precisely at eleven o'clock, 
as the last stroke of the clock was heard, 
the first gun from a battery towards Kiel 
was fired ; it was answered by a shout from 
the troops in the trenches, and followed at 
short intervals by the other batteries, while 
the band in Soudain's battery struck up a 
national air. The citadel recommenced its 
fire, and the landscape was soon involved 
in smoke. The numerous spectators in 
the battery — the gay military cortege in 
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Montebello— the acoompaniroent of mili- 
tary music — and the rapid transition of the 
scene before us from perfect tranquillity 
and beauty to tumult and smoke, pro- 
duced an effect not unlike what we might 
have expected from the ingenious devices 
of Astley and Franconi. 

On looking round, the resemblance was 
heightened by observing the roof of the 
Theatre des Vari^t^s, a large building in 
rear of the battery, crowded with specta*- 
tors^ whose heads were protruded through 
holes made expressly for their accommo- 
dation. 

The French batteries were ranged at 
intervals a little in front of the first parallel. 
By reference to the annexed sketch, the 
direction of fire, and the precise object of 
each battery, will be seen. The guns used 
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were 24 and l&-pounders and howitzers, 
all of brass, and entirely new. Th6 ineffi- 
ciency of ordnance of this metal, for the 
purposes of a siege, had been proved by 
past experience ; but the distrust which the 
French entertained of the iron guns of their 
own manufacture prevented them from using 
any but those of brass. The brass guns 
are incapable of sustaining the repeated and 
heavy firing, such as it isdesiridbleto bring 
against the works of a fortress ; ^e metal 
soon gets heated, and is liable to run. It 
is obvious that the French apprehended 
this evil, since their fire throughout the day 
bore no proportion to that which would 
have been obtMn^ from iron guns. 

The first object of attack was against 
the Lunette of St. Laurent, one of the ad* 
va&ced works of the citadel. It ooasisled 
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of two faces and flanks with demi-revet* 
ments^ a wet ditch and covert-way with a 
low counterscarp of earth, and was closed 
at the gorge with loopholed walk pro- 
tected by trous de Umpf or holes, with 
a picket in each. But, while occupied 
hdofte this work, the French pushed their 
apptoaches and parallels on towards the 
body of the place. The fire from the 
citiidel was excellent ; but it appeared that 
the means of the garrison were not equal 
to their skill, as the fire was at no time so 
wdl kept up as to seriously annoy or inters 
rupt the besiegers. 

The Duke of Orleans, who took his re- 
gular turn of duty in the trenches with 
the other general officers, as one of their 
rank^ had an opportunity of displaying his 
coolness under tire, and attracting theap" 
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plause of the army. On the occasion of 
his being baptisef — a term applied to the 
soldier when sprinkled for the first time 
with the earth scattered by the euemy^s 
projectiles^ — he saluted the shot by raising 
his hat: the action was performed very 
quietly^ and appeared to be in accordance 
with a usual custom. The young Prince 
was tall and gentlemanlike in his person^ 
with a handsome countenance and courteous 
manners, and appeared desirous to render 
himself popular with the army. He had 
other occasional opportunities of the like 
nature ; and the French soldiers noted with 
satisfaction any little trait of conduct cre- 
ditable to the young Duke. It was ob- 
vious that he bore in mind the essentially 
military character of his countrymen and 
their admiration of gallant achievements, 
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and it was generally understood that he had 
expressed a wish to lead on the storming 
party if the place should be assaulted ; but 
the Marshal had refused his consent unless 
the night of assault should happen to be 
the one in which the Duke would be re* 
quired to take his usual turn of duty in 
the trenches. The Prince shewed him- 
self desirous of earning the reputation 
of a gallant soldier 5 but it may be 
doubted whether he evinced any qualities 
that seemed to ensure future distinction. 
His countenance gave no indication of 
much strength of intellect or energy ; and 
his quiet and somewhat listless manner was 
contrasted with the vivacity and martial 
bearing that in general distinguished the 
French officers. His younger brother^ the 
Duke de Nemours, had apparently more 
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of the spirit and intelligence of his coun- 
trymen^ which, from his extreme youth, 
appeared to great advantage in him. Th^ 
Duke of Orleans commanded a regiment of 
Hussars^ and his brother one of Ghasseursi 
and it was amusing to se^ the Httle sol'-' 
dier by the side of the elder, stepping 
out proudly in emulation of his longer 
stride. 

According to the tenor of the negdtia- 
tion between Marshal Gkrafd and General 
Chasse, to preserve the neutrality of the 
town^ it was understood that no portion 
of its works was ta be used by the 
I*rench for any hostile purpo^s. Th^ 
Marshal, fadweVer, dhose to Cbndder Foit 
Montebello as exempt from this arrange*- 
meiit, and employed the gunsf and howitzers 
in it. The position was important, as H 
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enabled the French to bring a formidable 
battery qf six guns and two howitzers 
against the Toledo bastion^ particularly the 
left face — the one in which it was generally 
understood the breach would be made. 
General Chass6 remonstrated against this 
measure, and declared that he considered it 
a violation of the terms on which the neu- 
trality of the town depended, and conse- 
quently he should consider it as committed 
in hostility against him; and that the Mar- 
shal would be held personally responsible 
for the consequences, retorting on that 
officer the threat which the former had held 
out to him in the event of his firing on the 
town. The circumstance increased the 
feeling of anxiety in the city as to its ulti- 
mate fate ; and, while these further nego- 
tiations were carrying on, all persons wer^ 
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prohibited from coming into the town. 
This event threatened to break up the little 
party at the Grand Laboureur, and to 
disperse it in the neighbourhood, pro- 
bably at some distance from the scene of 
operations^ as all the immediate accommo* 
dations were occupied by the French. It 
soon, however^ became obvious that there 
was no intention on the part of the Dutch 
to fire on the city, and the restriction upon 
free egress and ingress was removed. 

Colonel Caradoc, Lord R., and Captain 
P., went down to the river, to ascertain in- 
telligence of the Dutch frigates which had 
been expected. There was, however, no 
symptom of their appearance. As the 
party walked through the town, they were 
struck with the interruption to all the ordi- 
nary occupations, the number of houses 
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shut up, and the entire absence of that 
bustle and activity of the inhabitants, pro* 
per to a large commercial city. The 
solitude of the streets was occasionally 
cheered by the different corps of civic 
guards moving to their respective stations, 
with their bands playing, — by the gallop- 
ing of couriers and orderly officers through 
the town, — and by the appearance of the 
French generals attached to the^ Belgian 
army, with their staff. A group of mer- 
chants were here and there assembled de- 
bating anxiously on the state of affairs, 
having abandoned the Bourse, ** where 
most they congregate." The city bore 
rather the appearance of a military fortress, 
preparing for hostile measures, than of a 
great centre of trade and commerce. 

5th December. — As the difficulty of 
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procuring admission into the trenches still 
existed; every spot was tried from whence 
a view could be obtained of the operations. 
Sir G. H., with Captain M., of the navy 
(Sir P. MalcoWs A.D.C.), who arrived 
from Bruxelles at eight o'clock, Colonel 
W. S., Captain P., and Lord R., went 
to a house near the Malines Gate, but 
nothing could be seen there. They then 
moved into Soudain's battery. The 
French kept up a sharper fire than the 
day before. Two guns had been dis- 
mounted in the left face of the Toledo 
bastion, but the Dutch did not appear to 
have repaired the damage of the preceding 
day : they fired very little, and their su- 
pineness could only be accounted for on 
the supposition that Chass6 found himself 
so well sheltered, that he had determined 
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to reserve his garrison for more vigorous 
measures as the French approached nearer. 
The besiegers were equally at, a loss to 
understand the reason of this '< Molle, 
defense,'^ as they termed it. Marshal Ge- 
rard » accompanied by the two princes and 
all his staff, went into Montebello to re-> 
oonnoitre. A ball struck the parapet near 
the Duke of Nemours, and spattered him 
with earth ; the French were delighted at 
the circumstance, and congratulated him 
on being baptise. The gallant young 
prince received the compliment from the 
shot very quietly and well. 

The party of amateurs afterwards ascend- 
ed the Cathedral, where the whole scene lay 
distinctly exposed before them ; the entire 
height 6f the building is three hundred and 
sixty feet^ and the party were stationed near 
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its summit. The view was most splendid ; 
they saw the whole of the trenches and 
batteries, and could distinguish almost 
every object in the citadel. The Dutch 
were firing, as usual, very slackly. It ap- 
peared that nearly every shot and shell fell 
into the place from the French batteries, 
but apparently without producing much 
efiect, as the few people who were visible 
seemed to be as quietly occupied as if 
nothing unusual were passing. Fort Kiel 
appeared to be more strongly manned in 
proportion; about fifty men were seen, 
and they seemed, from the tower, a good 
deal exposed ; and the Dutch fired often 
from this work. St. Laurent also appeared 
well manned, and fired oc(iasionalIy. 

The party could distinguish the French 
on the crest of the glacis of St. Laurent. 
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The French, it is said, entertained some 
idea that the Dutch would not defend this 
work, but would abandon it before an assault 
could be made; but from the caution with 
which they approached it, and the number of 
infantry brought to keep down the fire, they 
evidently considered it strongly manned, 
and prepared for vigorous resistance. 

The French were constructing a battery 
and forming trenches for infantry in the 
counter-guard near Montebello ; this work 
could be with difficulty seen from Soudain^s 
battery, but was now distinctly visible. 

In the evening, the party went to a 
house on the outskirt of the city, which 
looked across the esplanade, or open space 
between the crest of the glacis and houses 
of the town. It was necessary to approach 
this quarter with great caution, as the 

H 
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French sentinels occupied it, and chal- 
lenged any stranger who ventured near 
their posts. An old woman smuggled the 
party into her house, and ushered them up 
a ladder to an attic, which offered a good 
view of the citadel, and from whence the 
shells from the besieged were seen on their 
first flight, and. those of the besiegers as 
they fell. The night was beautifully clear 
and still ; the Frendi sentinel was pacing 
backwards and forwards beneath the win- 
doW) and the old woman put her finger on 
her lip, and gabbled in a whisper in Flem- 
ish, what was easily understood to be an 
earnest injunction to silence. The stillness 
of the night was only disturbed by the 
occasional report of the mortars and the 
sound of hammering, as if the besieged 
were repairing some wood-work — perhaps 
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gates, or palisades, or the frames that sup- 
port the body of earth to cover the guns, 

4 

— means of defence called ^^ blindages." 
Here, as elsewhere, everything was in sin- 
gular and violent contrast : the house was 
about two hundred yards from the citadel ; 
the attic, indeed, was full of silent spectators 
of the hostile scene, but the people below 
were moving about in their ordinary domes- 
tic occupations. The street was perfectly 
quiet, and, with the exception of the dark 
figures of the sentries passing beneath, there 
was nothing to interrupt the solitude of the 
esplanade. But the roar of the mortars, 
at intervals, broke the tranquillity of the 
night ; and the shells, as they rose blazing 
from the citadel^ or descended into it with 
their trailing fire, from the French batte- 
ries, cast a bright gleam over the lands(;ape; 
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partially revealing the outlines of the ram- 
parts, and . then exploding, left the whole 
scene again in stillness and darkness. 

The party assembled every evening in 
the Grand Laboureur, and sat down at six 
to an excellent dinner of soup, fish, game, 
and patisserie ; Colonel W, S. in the presi- 
dential chair^ and the excellent and amiable 
Baron Larpent, British consul at Antwerp, 
the vice-president. Each branch of the 
service found its representative ambng the 
party — navy, cavalry, artillery, engineers, 
apd infantry. The service and experience 
of Colonel S., and the distinction he had won 
throughout the Peninsula and at Water- 
loo, made him high authority, and rendered 
his presence, during the operations, most 
valuable to the party ; and Colonel Colin 
Campbell, a gallant and able officer, who 
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had served also in the PeninsuliEi, lent the 
additional aid of his experience to the inili* 
tary discussions. A pleasanter party has^ 
perhaps, rarely assembled together, and for 
so long a period, on a foreign soil . Lord R. , 
Captmn C. S. W., and Lieutenant S., 
had joined the party from England; 
Captain P.^ from a long tour throughout 
the continent^ and Captain' B.^ from Ger- 
many; Captain F., of the navy, came 
from his residence at Brussels ; Sir G. H., 
the secretary of legation, and Mr. D., an 
attache to the Belgian embassy, also joined 
the party from Brussels. They had the 
good fortune to make the acquaintance of 
several French oiBcers of the staff and 
corps du geniCf who occasionally dined 
with them ; and among the guests of the 
evening was the spirited and gentlemanly 
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little captiun of the Belgian artillery, M. 
Soudain de Neuduwert, to whom they were 
frequently indebted for ev^ civility when 
they visited his battery. It would have 
been difficult for a strange joining the 
party to imagine that hostilities were going 
on so near. At times the report of the 
ordnance was scarcely distinguished^ and 
rarely interrupted the amusements and dis- 
cussions of the evenings. Each individual 
brought his aid to the stock of entertain- 
ment. There were anecdotes of the Penin* 
sular war» and of Waterloo, tales of tra^- 

r 

vellers, diplomatic speculations, adventures 
of the day, discussions on military matters^ 
and a running fire of wit and joke, sus- 
tained with excellent good humour, from 
our represmtative of the navy. Our host, 
his family, and servants partook of the 
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spirit of their guests ; and old Joseph^ the 
ancient domestic and pur^eyolr of the esta- 
blishment, tdled with unwonted activity 
and zeal in his vocation. He had served, 
formerly, in the French army^ and, like all 
of his class, retained a proud recollection 
of his martial services, and was disposed to 
resist any attack on his dignity. In his 
tranquil humour, he discoursed in tolerably 
bad English ; when pressed by bis impa- 
tient guests, he expostulated rapidly in 
French ; and when provoked to retort, he 
cursed vehemently in high Dutch. But 
Joseph was a privileged person, and a favou- 
rite of the whole party, and '* weighing the 
labour with the cost,^ and the good humour 
of his guests with their occasional impa- 
tience, he must have regretted the breaking 
up of the purty, though pretty ,nearly 
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badgered out of his exiBtence by the inces- 
sant demands upon his attendance^ that 
could be discharged by little leas than the 
power of ubiquity. He at last associated 
a tall, portly, handsome deputy with him, 
who proved to be a most pompous ass, and 
whom Joseph bullied without mercy. 

There was 9 sharp fusilade during the 
night of the 5th, which led to the belief 
that the French had made an attempt on 
the lunette, but the report of the morning 
did not confirm it. The fire of the French 
was probably to keep down that of the 
Dutch, while the approaches were carrying 
on dose to the work. . 

A visit to thie French bivouac in some 
fields near Berchiem was very interesting. 
Most of the troops had found shelter in 
the village and houses in the' neighbour- 
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hood ; but the 19th Kegiment had hutted 
themselves in the fields. The huts were 
of the simplest construction, framed with 
poles, and thatched with straw like the 
roof of a cottage, but ranged according to 
the usual plan of an encampment. The 
sentries would only allow strangers to stroll 
down one of the lines, and round the out- 
skirts, and promptly but civilly warned 
them from approaching elsewhere. Par- 
ties were grouped together in different spots 
of the ground, some cooking, some resting, 
some laughing and singing, and some 
dancing ; there was throughout the usual 
air of joyousness and merriment — of good 
humour and good fellowship — so charac- 
. teristic of the French soldier, and which 
gave an appearance of holyday amusement 
to the whole scene. 
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The troops were relieved in the trenches 
at twelve o'dock every day. They were 
to be seep marching into the trench of com- 
munication that commenced at Berchem, 
and filing through the approaches with 
their usual laugh and joke^ and apparently 
perfectly heedless of the service of danger 
which was to last till the next twenty *four 
hours had expired. 

December 8th. -"-Captain P. and Cap* 
tain M. of the navy succeeded in getting 
into the trenches to-day, and advanced 
to the covert-way of the lunette. The 
trenches were nearly knee-deep in mud 
and water. Fascines and hurdles had been 
used, and an attempt made to drain, but 
not very successfully. They passed the 
batteries Nos. 2, 4, 5, 7, and 8 : between 
7 and 8 the trenches were rather warm, — the 
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diot and shells passing over their beads. 
Following the approach from No. 7, they 
advanced towards the lunette : while 
wading through the mud in the last zig- 
zags the soldiers beckoned earnestly to 
them to come on, and acquainted them 
with their near vicinity to the work. The 
Dutch were firing briskly at the head of 
the trench^ and the officers and soldiers 
good-naturedly invited them to stoop down 
under cover of the parapet, or bank of the 
trench, and told them that the trench they 
had just passed was partially raked by the 
Dutch fire. A French soldier was sta- 
tioned near the head of the trench, and 
occasionally passing round to watch the 
besieged. The shelter afforded by the 
trench, in the immediate neighbourhood of 
the besieged^ afforded an excellent illus- 
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tratipn of the labours of the engineer. 
The party were in perfect security from 
any projectiles^ except shells or hand gre- 
nades^ and of theise the Dutch made little 
use on the occasion. On returning through 
the trenches they had again to pass the 
unhealthy zig-zag; but, adopting the ad- 
vice of the officers, and passing close to 
the bank, they returned through the 
trenches without acknowledging the com- 
pliment of a few shots that followed them. 
The attack on t<he lunette was daily 
expected with great interest. It was pos- 
sible that a determined resistance might be 
made in the brefich, and the qualities of 
the two forces sharply tried. The French 
continued to direct their fire on the faces 
of the citadel, and to pour in their shells 
both during the day and night. The fire 
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of the Dutch at times became more vigor- 
ous^ particularly during the night, at the 
head of the besieging trenches. The 
French had completed a battery on the 
counterguard^ and thrown down the &a- 
fardeau, or dam, in the counterscarp, be- 
tween the Toledo and Fernando bastion, 
destruction of which drew off the water 
from the ditch, leaving it dry at low water, 
and with only a depth of five feet at the 
ebb. The Dutch directed a sharp fire on 
this work while it was advancing, and frag- 
ments of shells fell into Soudain's battery. 
On the 7th, a magazine of live shells was 
blown up in the citadel, and on the 8th the 
great barrack was burnt down. This build- 
ing had been previously abandoned and 
gutted, and the loss, therefore, did not pro- 
bably much inconvenience the besieged. 
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From the roof of the Th^fitre des Va- 
ri^tes a tolerable view could be obtained of 
the fire ; more particularly during the night, 

when the progress of the shells through the 
air could be distinctly traced. The roof 
of the building was fitted up to accommo- 
date spectators, money and checks regu- 
larly taken> and hours fixed through the 
day and night for the spectacle. As tlie 
interest increased, the spectators became 
more numerous. Men and women crowded 
to the boles that were made purposely in 
the roof; and looked on the passing events 
with a feeling very near akin to that with 
which they would have regarded a mimic 
re{H:esentation of the scene on the stage 
below : exclamations of wonder, of appro- 
bation, or of reproof; were freely uttered ; 
and some sharp criticisms bandied about 
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that would have come with a better grace 
from the gentry if they had previously stu- 
died the subject a little nearer. 

The French appeared to have met with 
some difficulty in cutting their trenches in 
the counterguard. The Dutch annoyed 
them a good deal with shells and hand 
grenades ; and a young officer, a captain 
of engineers^ of whose zeal and gallantry 
everybody spoke in high terms, was 
wounded in the arm, and obliged to un* 
dergo amputation. 

The fire of the Dutch, on the 9th and 
10th, became more vigorous, and the 
French, it appeared, approached more 
cautiously, and found greater (^position 
from the besieged. Cfaasse had opened 
fresh batteries, and annoyed the French 
with grape and musketry. The weather 
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had been variable ; sometimes rainy, raw, 
and misty. The trenches, in many parts, 
were in a miserable condition with water 
and mud, and the troops could not take up 
their position in them without previously 
getting thorou^Iy soaked to their ancles 
in filing through the approaches. 

A report also was in circulation, that 
General Sebastiani's division, stationed in 
the Polders, or marshes across the Scheldt, 
was suffering severely from sickness. This 
latter circumstance was to be expected — 
the advanced period of the season — the 
state of the weather — the notoriously un- 
healthy character of that portion of the 
country — and the inactivity of the troops, 
threatened to furnish a fearful list of 
casualties. 

The resistance the besiegers met with 
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before the lunette, conjoined to the above^ 
had checked the first flush of their ardour 
and confidence, and induced a more sub- 
dued tone when the probabk period of 
final success was hinted at. 

On the morning of the 13th, the lunette 
was still in possession of the Dutch. The 
French had, notwithstanding, advanced 
their trenches close to the glacis of the 
Toledo bastion, but it was obvious the 
lunette had done good service in com- 
pelling the besiegers to work beyond it 
with great caution, lest any portion of 
the trench should be enfiladed or raked 
by its fire, A report at one time prevailed, 
that it was intended to abandon its capture, 
and so mask the trenches by traverses^ as 
to render its fire inefficient. The little 
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work become the object of absorbii^ in- 
terest to the spectators. 

Hitherto no ofScial leave had been 
^ven to the British officers to enter the 
trenches, but all who were present at this 
period had succeeded occasionally in gain- 
ing admisaion. Colonel Caradoc had taken 
in some ; one or two French officers, who 
were personally acquainted with indivi- 
duals^ bad taken in others ; and the rest 
ventured in, trusting to the good-nature 
and civility of the French, and were equally 
fortunate. The French officers in general 
offered no opposition to the amateurs, but 
at length the sentries were strictly charged 
to admit no strangers ; and, as the interdict 
threatened to put an end to all further 
chance of access. Colonel Caradoc inte- 
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rested himself strongly with General St. 
Cyr Nugues, the **Chef d'Etat-Major- 
G6n6ra]^" and procured passports that 
enabled the officers to enter the trenches 
freely at all hours of the day. 



It was at this pdnt of the proceeding 
that the scene described, some time since, 
was first presented to the eye of the origi- 
nal narrator of the present excursion on 
his arrival at Antwerp : it is here, there- 
fore, that he must resume the thread of his' 
own observations, with the hope that the 
interest of the subject, together with the 
occasional assistance which has been kindly 
afforded to him, may render them accept- 
able to his readers. 



1 2 
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December 13th. — The fire being kept 
up more incessantly during this night than 
in any former, it was considered by Colo- 
nel W. S., and Captain B., that soine 
attack would be attempted by the French 
before day-break, and that an impor- 
tant post would be gained. We stayed at 
the theatre about an hour^ and then re- 
turned to our hotel, the windows of which 
were frequently shaken by the vibration of 
the air. 

December 14th. — At seven o'clock this 
morning I awoke and heard the cannon^ as 
before, firing incessantly ; and on rejoin- 
ing my companions to hear the news of the 
morning, they announced to me the im- 
portant event that the French had esta- 
blished three mines in the left face of the 

w 

Lunette St. Laurent, and^ by their ex- 
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plosion, had effected so practicable a breach 
that the French immediately made this as- 
sault, got possession of the fort, and took 
one lieutenant and fifty-jSve Dutch pri- 
soners. 

Though the Dutch, up to this time,^ 
had made a most gallant and obstinate 
resistance, the moment the breach was ef- 
fected, and the assault made, some made 
their escape through the gorge into the 
citadel^ and those who were taken fell on 
their knees before the assaulting party, and 
gave up all further defence. The captain 
of French Grenadiers had some difficulty 
in saving their lives ; but, when he mounted 
the breach, and found the brave Dutch 
officer in vain attempting to rally his men 
to the defence, he rushed forward, held 
his sword up, and exclaimed to his men, 
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^' Grace aux vaincus /" as the Dutch were 
kneeling before him. The assault took 
place at half-past four in the morning, and 
therefore the constant fire of musketry 
that we saw each night from the theatre 
was chiefly from the French, who kept it up 
whilst the miners were lodging themsdyes 
in the escarpe of St. Laurent. The French 
soldiers were much surprised at the boyish 
appearance of their prisoners ; and, when 
they were removed to the head^quarters at 
Berchem, they seemed quite disappointed 
^t finding that they had fought against 
such youths. Indeed » a French soldier , 
in answer to' one of our party, who had 
not seen them, and was inquiring what sort 
of troops they were, replied,-^*' Ma foi ! 
Monsieur,il9 sontplusjeunes quelesnotres.*^ 
The ofiScer was a fine soldierlike fellow. 
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and wept bitterly at h» melancholy fate. 
I'he French were kind to them; gave 
them bread and wine; and appeared to 
respect them considerably for the brave de- 
fence they had made although such young 
soldiers. Colonel Caradoc came into the 
toiim soon after, and sent, off despatches to 
the English Government immediately^ to 
announce this important capture. I had 
remarked, for the last few days, a great 
despondency and disgust in the manner 
of the French, at their not having sue* 
ceeded in taking St. Laurent sooner. It 
was known that the miners had attempted 
to lodge a mine once or twice before, but 
had found the walls so thick that they 
were disappointed; and they felt this 
more particularly as they first came in-» 
dined to despise the idea of the Dutch 
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withstanding them ; while their boasted 
" quinze jours*' had now been just con- 
sumed in taking the first outpost. 

It poured with rain the whole of this 
day, and therefore I postponed my first visit 
to the trenches. We all went to the public 
reading-room, where we were admitted 
honorary members, and where all the mer- 
chants of Antwerp came to read the news- 
papers from all parts of the globe. The 
cannonade was heard without intermission 
during the day, and cycasionally wounded 
men were brought in covered brancards 
through the street in front of our hotel, 
on their way to the hospital. 

December 15. — We breakfasted as usual 
at about nine o'^clock, but as few of our party 
had assembled when I first left my room» 
Lord R. walked with me to witness the 
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scene of action from the battery on the 
outskirts of the town, occupied by the 
Belgians; which was considered neutral, 
though it was within a very few yards of 
Fort Montebello, from whence the French 
were firing constantly on the citadel. The 
fire from both sides was visible as the 
smoke rose from the place^ but in no other 
way could anything be distinguished, 
l^th parties were entirely concealed ; the 
French in their trenches, and the Dutch 
behind the ramparts of the citadel. It 
presented an extraordinary scene ; nothing 
told the dreadful havoc that was going on, 
except the frequent clouds of smoke which 
darted from tbe surface. The houses and 
. trees were shattered in every direction, but 
nothing living could be seen above ground. 
At the gate of the town, through which 
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we passed into die battery, a cart was 
waiting with embleins upon it denoting 
its deadly office. A skull and cross bones 
were painted on each side of it, and the 
ccdour of the wfacde vehicle was black. It 
was a small covered cart on four wheels, 
with one hone, for the express use of car- 
rying away any that might have been killed 
in the battery. Its appearance was for- 
midable and not inviting to an inexpe- 
rienced visitor, or likely to be very exhi^ 
larating even to the feelings of the soldiers. 
But though it was placed there profarmdt 
th^re was little or no danger; and none 
but a very stray shot could possibly come 
near them. We gazed on the scene from 
hence for about half an hour, and then 
returned to the hotel and joined our com- 
panions at breakfast. 
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Colonel Caradoc having very kindly 
sent me and the rest of the party certificates 
signed by him mentioning our names and 
rank in the English army, by which we were 
to obtain a written order from General St. 
Cyr Nugues, the quarternaiaster-generalyto 
go into the trenches whenever we pleased, 
we went to his quarters at Berchem^ and 
with every mark of kindness and attention 
from the officers of his sta£P, some of whom 
were abready known to Lord R., our oer* 
tificates were sent into the Greneral, and 
our orders immediately written out and 
signed by him. Everything, therefore, being 
prepared for our expedition, Lord R„ 
Captain P., and myself, proceeded on our 

« 

visit to the trenches. My two compa- 
nions, who had been at Antwerp nearly' 
the whole time since the commencement of 
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the siege, had been in the trenches before ; 
but it was my first visit 

We entered close behind the battery of 
Montebello ; — ^heard shots in every direc- 
tion ; — and before we had got one hundred 
yards from the entrance, a shell fell from 
the citadel within twenty or thirty yards 
of us. We were not awa!re of our dan- 
ger till after it was. over, for as it fell 
without our seeing it^ a little on the left, 
the first intimation we received of it 
was the dust which flew into our faces 
when it exploded, the earth being thrown 
up in every direction with its splinters. 
This circumstance gave us the privilege 
of considering ourselves •* baptized.'* We 
then advanced along the line of batte- 
ries which were continually playing upon 
the citadel. There was one ofBoer in 
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each battery commanding the artillerymen, 
and a brigade of infantry standing under 
cover along the trenches. The officers 
were, in general^ very civil to us as we 
passed, and frequently saluted us. The 
uniform which we had had made for the 
purpose of these visits at Antwerp^ was a 
plain, double-breasted blue coat, with brass 
buttons, and dark grey trowsers, with a red 
stripe. We now heard several shots whiz 
over our heads, from which we were almost 
entirely protected by the heights of the side 
of the- trench, and therefore we were ex- 
posed to little or no danger, except from 
the shells which might happen to fall close 

to us. 

« 

I was a good deal surprised to find seve- 
ral of the French soldiers belonging to 
the infantry on duty in a complete state of 
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intoxication, some of them so much, so 
that their comrades were attempting to lift 
them on their legs, whilst others had lost 
all power of standings and were fast asleep 
on the bank. It was easily accounted for 
when I had advanced a little &rther^ for 
there I saw two of the vivandieres carrying 
baskets of provisions, with two or three 
very large bottles of gin, the contents of 
which they were distributing among the 
men even in the presence of the officers. 
These women are most extraordinary 
creatures, and go through the greatest 
hardships. Two are generaDy appointed 
to each battalion, bearing the number 
of their repment on their black, round 
hats. Their appearance is very pictur- 
esque, and they are singularly devoted 
to the service of the men on duty. As it 
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vas necessary to go through the form of 
tasting a glass of gin from a vivcmdierey I 
immediately demanded the usual portion^ 
and drank it off, wishing her health 
aad safety ; she smiled, and was grateful 
when I presented her with a couple of 
franks for that which, from a common sol- 
dier, would probably have brought her 
about as many sous. As we passed on^ 
we found the trenches in some places 
nearly filled with water ; fascines, and 
planks were occasionally put down to walk 
upon, but the attempt to ayoid the 
water, which was nearly up to our knees, 
was vain. The houses on each side, which 
appeared formerly to have been villas, 
with a church, and a few other small build- 
ings, were completely shattered by the 
fire from the citadel ; one branch of the 
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trenches leading towards Berchem was cut 
through the church-yard^ and in one place, 
a coffin laid open with the remains of a 
^skeleton in it. A shot struck a tree as we 
were passing through the zig-zag, and 
split it in two, making a tremendous crash : 
almost all the trees were completely de- 
stroyed, and the whole scene presented a 
mass of ruin. After we had gone as far 
as my companions knew, their way, we 
returned in the direction of Berchem, and 
on our arrival found a battalion of infantry 
just assembled and going on duty. They 
were drawn up on an open piece of ground, 
close to the village, ready to *' fall in" at 
the sound of the drum announcing the time 
for parade. They were amusing them- 
selves in every sort of way ^ singing, dancing, 
and playing at different sorts of games, as 
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if their spirits were unusually raised at the 
prospect of their immediate match into the 
trenches, where they were to he on duty 
the whole of the night ; and little reflecting 
on the uncertainty of their approiaching 
fate, through which^ probably, twenty or 
thirty of them would be killed and wounded 
before they were relieved next morning by 
another battalion. We proceeded from 
thence to the French camp, which was on 
the other side of the village. The tents 
in which the privates lived were made of 
straw and boughs, and built in rows; 
while those belonging to the officers^ which 
were portable, were fixed at intervals 
between each row. Groups of soldiery 
were sitting round fires in every direction, 
either cooking provisipns or smoking their 
pipes, and singing and laughing together 
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as if they WBre ^ijojing ev«ry luxury and 
comfort. At the mitskirts of the camp 
were heaped an immense number, of can* 
non-baUs and shells, and many hones 
ready harnessed to move the guns, which 
were standing by >tbem. A few sentinels 
were placed at different parts of the camp 
to prevent strangers from intrudingy and to 
guard the unnminition. Havhig by this 
tiiaae iralked fer three or four houra, and in 
a great measure satisfied our curiosity, we 
rettmoed by the direct road toAntwerp, 
and related our adventures to the rest of 
the party, some of whom, who bad aho 
been in the trenches^ had other stories to 
relate to us in exchange. 

December 16th. — ^This laoming Captain 
P. accompanied me, after our breakfEOt* 
to the cathedral, to witness high maass in 
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honour of King Lec^fxdd's fairtbday* AU 
tine oiBleers of the gameon were a^semUeii 
After having walkeid to the .paUce in pro- 
oession to ccmgraUilate bi^ M^iesty on the 
happy oocja8ion» tihey returned to the cath^ 
draL The two celebrated pictones by 
&»ben0 w&e not visiblet as they had 
been cased in by straog f«imes« and 
Qov^a^ over with eacks and skina at the 
odininenceinent c^ the ^ege, and H^ude 
entirely sfdioter-proof in Mse of an at- 
tack upon the town. Each iside of the 
cathedral waa Mned with tro(^^ and the 
officers walb^d up the cenlare to the ateps 
of the altar, where they sat dtirisg the.ser- 
Tice. It was soon over^ and Captain 
P. and I then went to a large buiiding 
eloae to the esplanade, a piece of opoi 
ground that divides the town from the 

k8 
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citadel. It was much higher than any 
other house in that quarter, and had 
formerly been a convent, but was now 
used as a warehouse, and belonged to a 
Belgian gentleman, who had very kindly 
invited us to go and look at the scene from 
his premises whenever we pleased. It was, 
however, hardly high enough to enable us 
to «ee completely into the citadel^ though 
being so near we could distinctly perceive 
the dreadful havoc that had been effected. 
The large barracks, > church, and ail the 
other buildings, were in a most ruinous 
state— nothing but the bare walls standing 
— and the roofs pierced through and 
through with shot. The flag was flying on 
the mound a little beyond, torn and pierced 
as it floated ijn the air. We could just 
see into the bastion of Pernando, which 
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:Iobked nearly towards the town^ and at 
times eould distinguish the Dutch as they 
fired. 

Nothing could be descried in the di- 
rection of the besie^ng army, except 
occasional douds of smoke bursting from 
the batteries. The owners of the house 
showed us a hole through the roof of 
the building from which we were looking, 
occasioned by a small shell which had fallen 
,fh^re a few days before, and related to us 
an extraordinary instance of the presence 
of mind of a little boy in his establishment^ 
.who happened to be iii the upper garret at 
:the time when it broke through the ceiling. 
The premises having been prepared in case 
of fire^ by putting several tubs of water on 
«ach story, the moment he saw that it did 
not pierce' the boards of the floor^ he rushed 
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up td it, n^ed it into the WKter, 
extingniftfaed the fuse, mid m? ed the build- 
ing. We gave the boy a few francs^ and 
went to the tedding-room fat a short time, 
Add then soon after to our hotel. In 
the evening, Captain F. and I went to 
the top of ^e tower of the Church of St. 
Andre. The night wai» rery dark, and the 
firing on both rides more slack than usual. 
The churdi is situated not tery far fh)m 
the edge 6f the towtt> facing the citadel^ 
and^ being very htgb^ we quite looked down 
upon iii and could see all the shells that 
were ill-directed^ and passed over into the 
Scheldt. As it was a very damp, cold 
night, we stayed but a short time, and 
returned to the house of an English 
gentleman, who was staying there afScw 
days with his wife, and had been kind 



StBOB OF AlfTWBftr. ISS 

enough to obtain Ae pennission for in to 
go into the church. We there met' €renend 
Depres, his aide-de»caiiq[>, and two or three 
Polish officers attadied to the Belgian aer- 
▼ice. He commanded the Belgian, troops 
in the town, v^iuch amounted to about 
6000 men. 

December 17th.***The siege continued 
during the whole of this da j more dowlj, 
the firing being sbcker than be&ore on 
both sides. It rained nearly the whole 
daj ; but, in the afternoon, when it cleared 
up f<»* a short tinie> we went to die Church 
of St. Andr6, and by a little bribery of a 
few francs, which we gave to the man who 
had the care of it, we established a friends- 
ship with him, and in future went very 
frequently up the tower, occasionally re^ 
peating our donations. By day-light, the 
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view from the tower was truly splendid* 
We Gould see entirely into th^ citadel^ 
and' with telescopes could distinguish the 
Dutch in all parts of it. The shells were 
continually showering upon them ; but 
they seemed to be walking about and talk^ 
ing together, as if nothing were going on: 
The whole of the. country on the other 
side of the river^ beyond the Tete de 
Flandrest was completely inundated^ and 
we could easily distinguish the Dutch &i* 
gate bearing the admiral's flag» a few miles 
down the Scheldt. Chass^^s chief object, ia 
inundating the whole of the country on the 
other bank of the river, was to protect the 
Tete de Flandres and the other forts oh that 
side from attack on the pari of Greneral 
Sebastiani's division^ which was about ten 
miles off. • Oiir view from this church waft 
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It complete panorama of the surrounding 
oountryi and well rewarded us for our 
trouble in ascending the nearly perpi&ndi-' 
cular staircase of the tower. 

December 18th. — Thi» morning the rain 
had entirely ceasied^ and the firing on both 
sides was k^pt up agisun more briskly : itf 
therefore, presented a very inviting op« 
portunity to revisit the trenches ; afld» 
after breakfast^ Captain B. very kindly 
offered to conduct us as far as the breach 
of Su Laurent* Lord Il»^ Captain F»» 
and myself, therefore set out under his 
command. We entei^d at the opening of 
the trenches lading from the town of 
6erchein> and had advanced a very short 

« 

distance before we met some killed and 
wounded men^ carried by their comrades 
Qti btancards^ One appeared quite deadv, 



138 8IBGX OF AMTWBBF* 

his face beiog ghastly pale, and his moath 
stained widi blood, with his £ace exposed, 
lying on his back. Another was almost 
entirely covered up, lying on his face, and 
blood dropping very fast as they carried 
him along: he appeared to be mortaHy 
wounded, but not quite dead. This afflict- 
ing sight was only sufficient to make us 
reflect for a few nloments on the imprn^ 
doice of our excursion, but had no effect 
on our determination to advance and see 
as much as we could, without running any 
very unnecessary risk. As we approached 
nearer the citadel, shots passed overhead 
more frequently, and struck the trees and 
ruins of the buildings on each side, as we 
walked along. There was> however, much 
less danger than would naturally have been 
conceived, the trenches being so beautifully 
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cut that, except from shells, tbey wen 

s 

nearly secmie. We proceeded throagb the 
zigzag, which wa» filled with s(ddiers on 
duty, and part of the trench which we had 
to pass seemed much cut up by shdls. The 
men who were placed neu" it said they con* 
stantly fell there, and that if we were deter- 
mined to pass on, we must do it as quickly 
as possible. We, therefore, hurried by 
% and having safely passed the most 
dangerous part, soon came in sight of 
the breach of St. Laurent. This was a 
inost striking and interesting sight. A 
passage was cut down to the edge of the 
ditch, and th^re we found fascines thrown 
across it to make a sound footing for the 
assaulting party, and a wall of fascines 
built up on the right of it to protect them 
as they were advancing from the fire of the 
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citadel, the ditch along the left face of it 
being enfiladed* by a battery, which played 
from the bastion of Toledo* We ran 
across^ and soon found ourselves ascending 
the memorable breach, through which we 
passed, and entered a hollow passage lead- 
ing to a covered-way that the Dutch had 
erected, and there we found several soldiers 
sitting together, laughing and lEimusing 
themselves. Having crawled up the side 
of the bank, we peeped through the sand- 
bags which were placed at the top, and 
could distinctly see the rampart of the 
citiulel, which was not above fifty or sixty 
yards from us. The soldiers pressed us 
much to take our caps off as we. were look- 
ing through the holes^ fearing that if the 
enemy saw us they would immediately 
4s6mmence a fire in that direction* We 
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gave them some money, and they seemed 
highly delighted^ calling us ^^ Des b-raves 
gensf^ and when 1 added that I hoped 
some day they would all be made marshals, 
one of them exclaimed, *^ Oh I non, Mon- 
neuTj nous n'espetons que la victoire^** and 
seemed much amused with my good wishes. 
A little below this^ on looking along the 
side of the escarp, we could see masses of 
soldiers working behind the bank, but com- 
pletely protected from the fire of the cita- 
del. A few yards from us, on the other 
side of the ditch, a dead Dutchman 
was lying on the counterscarp, who had 
been killed at the taking of St. Laurent, 
and having fallen on a spot which was 
very much exposed to fire^ they were 
obliged to leave him, not daring to bring 
him away and bury him, which was other- 
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wise always done as soon as possible. We 
returned by neiu'ly the same poixit as that 
by which we had entered, except that we 
passed for a few minutes into the battery 
of MoBtebello. A vast number of shells 
appeared to have fallen into it, and on each 
side had made large deep holes in the 
ground wherever they exploded. Two 
fell not far from us as we weare coming 
away 9 and cme near a group of soldio^, 
who ran in all directions behind the banks 
in order to protect themselves from its mis- 
chief. 

December 19th.-*-«A most beauti&l day, 
with a little frost, greeted us as we assem- 
bled for breakfast. The markets went on 
every morning tor some distance down the 
street, opposite to our hotel, where the 
peasant women assembled with fruit, v^e- 
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taUes, &c. I used frequently to admm 
their picturesque CGBtume, consisting of 
little straw bonnets over the most richly 
worked caps, which fell low on each side 
and quite corered the cheeks. Our chkf 
oonTersati(» at the breakfast taUe was 
as to the probable duration of the siege, 
and Colonel W. S., Cobnel C, and Cap- 
tain B.» who were the only members 
oi our party who, from experience, 
could accurately hazard an opinion, were 
all decidedly agreed that it would be 
over in a few days. Our morning repast 
being finiAed, Colonel W. S. and myself 
drove out to Colonel Caradoc's. His 
villa was about three miles off; the 
approach to which, in some places, was 
almost impassable^ from the depth of 
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mud on the road* We arrived, however, 
after walking the last mile, and were dis* 
apix>inted to find he was not at home, but 
had gone, early, to breakfast with the 
Duke of Orleans ; we were, therefore, 
obliged to return without seeing him. 
At one o^clock. Colonel S., Captain P., 
and Captain F. accompanied me on our 
usual visit to the church of St. Andr6. 
Our patience was tried when we got there, 
for King Leopold had come a short time 
before, ascended the tower, and left orders 
below that nobody should be allowed to go 
up while he was there. Two or three 
French officers were also waiting below 
for permission to ascend. We were de- 
tained nearly an hour; and, the church 
not being particularly remarkable, we 
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bad little to occupy our attention except 
a beautiful wooden pulpit, most elabo* 
ratelj carved^ with a representation of our 
Saviour's performing the miracle of the 
draught of fishes. King Leopold had re- 
mained upon the tower above two hours, 
when he descended. We bowed to him as 
he passed through the church ; and^ after 
having witnessed his departure in a car- 
riage, we went up, and found it the clear- 
est day we had seen for enjoying the ex- 
tensive view. By telescopes we were en- 
abled to distinguish the Dutch and their 
works in every part of the citadel. It 
was extraordinary to observe some walk- 
ing backwards and forwards behind their 
guns, and others firing them, while the 
shells from the besieging army constantly 
fell at a very few yards distance, without 

L 
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ttppdaiuigto affect either their motions or 
th«ir nuianer'; many were in doie conver** 
satiod, attd others sitting or lying down^ to 
refresh themselves. 

The Dukes of Orleans and Nemours 
shortly arrived, attended by the Comte de 
Flahault and several o(^er French offieers. 
They appeared to be remarkaUy jdeasing 
young men, and asemed lo take much in- 
terest in the soene, while they had made 
themselves very pc^piukr with the army in 
general by their manners and constant in- 
tercourse with the men. The eldest is 
Colonel of a rej^ent of hutasars^ and the 
second of a r^ment of laaoers. They 
had firequenUy visited the ttienciieSf and 
frankly exposed themselves when neoe»> 
story ; and it was said that the Duke 
of Orfeans was remarkably cool and col- 
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kcted in his manner whenever there was 
the most danger. An oneodote was told 
of him that had happened a few days be- 
fore. He was walking along the trmich* 
luid a great quantity of shot of all sorts 
was passing over his head, and, being 
rather tall, he was more exposed to fire 
than a shorter man would have been* One 
or two of the young soldiers who were 
dose to him at the time showed symptoms 
of nervousness and fear, and whenever 
the shots passed above tbey were ecm- 
stantly stoc^ng to soreen themselves under 
4;he bank; upon whieh he remarked, as 
he walked uprightly aloi^, ^'Mes oimff. 
ne fiima effruyex pott je ms plus grand qw 
vtnaf* whidbput the smaller men rather 
to shame. 

Our visit this day to the tower was 

l2 
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more satisfactory than before^ the atmo- 
sphere being so remarkably clear that we 
could see an amazing distance in every 
direction. We were so much interested 
with the singular scene below, that we stood 
for nearly two hours watching the fire from 
both sides till it grew too dark to distin- 
guish them any longer. 

December SOth. — On leaving my room 
this morning, I found a French officer 
breakfasting with Lord R. : he seemed a 
very agreeable, intelligent man, and gave 
us a little intelUgence respecting the pro- 
gress of the siege» but did not venture to 
foretell the day on which the citadel was 
likely to fall. He had been that morning 
to the hospital to visit Colonel Morlet of 
the Engineers, who had been so dreadfully 
wounded a few days before that there "re- 
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Biidned littlq chance of his life. A shell had. 
burst cLose to him in the trenches^ severely 
wpundiog his right leg and part of his, 
side. Yet stil^ they had slight hopes of hi^ 
recovery ; he was. a brave and clever oflBcer,; 
and much respected by bis comrades* 
General St. C^r Nugues, who. had also 
been .slightly wounded in the shoulder a 
few days before, he reported to be much 
betlierj, and spoke with grealt feeling, apd 
interest of the loss which they had sus-. 
l^ed in^ several of their officers during 
the si^e. ... 

Ccdond W. S.J aocondpanied by Captain. 
B.» went into the trenches, and amvised us 
very much, on his return, with s^n anecf. 
dote that happened to himself. A shell, 
fell close to him as he was walking along, 
^mohg several of th^ men. on duty» and^ 
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in order to protect himself from its 
explosion, he made for the securest part 
of the trench, when one of the soldiers, 
who had observed how judiciously he 
had placed himself, came laughing up, 
squeezed into the same place, pushed 
him out by the elbow, an4^th a broad 
grin, exclaimed, ^^ Ici ehacun pour 9<m 
propre compiCf monsieuir." Colonel S. 
eould not help laughing at the oool and 
joking manner in which it was done, though 
it was by no meims agreeable to be shoved 
within the reach of the explosion, whidi, 
however, fortunately missed him* I re- 
marked, (as I did whenever I went into the 
trenches,) the joking and livdy manner o^ 
the soldiers, who w&re in the highest 8{n- 
iits> and bearing their hardships with the 
greatest good humour ; and without taking 
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the slightest notice of th« eonitant shots, 
though tjiey might have been blown toatoms 
by than at any moment* Colond S. had 
also a very narrow eseape in pasring through 
the gorge of St« I^urrat^ which was a 
good deal exposed to fire. A cannon shot 
struck within a foot of him against the ruin 
of the brick wall^ and knocked off a splin-^ 
ter of it, which struck him on the cheek, 
and gave him a good deal of pain. His 
account of affairs was highly interestingt 
but he appeared to think that the artillery 
had advanioed more slowly in thcdr operas 
tionsthan they should have done fince his 
last visit, and were full two days behind 
the engmeers, whose works were adnurably 
executed. 
December 81st.-*«C!olonel & came down 
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to breakfast this morning* bearing still 
stronger marks of his wound of yesterday, 
his face being swelled, and a good dead dis- 
eoloured. Th^ report had also reached 
Brussels that he had beoi mortally wounded^ 
which he heard by letters from Mrs. S.y 
to whom he had written an account of his 
adventure to save her from unnecessary 
alarm, the night before. 

Colonel Caradoc came into the town, 
and paid us a visit; he said be had 
been through the trenches with Greneral 
6our^ud> who had been sent from Paris 
to report on the conduct of the artillery, 
#ho were supposed not to have acqiiitted 
themselves so well as the engineers, and 
were not so forward in their operations ; 
but be could not discover anything in bis 
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manner or remarks indicating his dissatis* 
faction, though it was well known that thi» 
was the object of his mission. Marshal 
Gerard also came to-day into the town witk 
his staff, to pay a visit to Eing Leopold, 
and passed by our windows. Numbers of 
Belgian troopers were frequently passings 
but no French were seen, except a few 
who had obtained permission from the 
authorities of the town, who were very 
strict, and would allow none to enter ex- 
cept those who had express orders. The 
gay and lively scene of soldiers, passing in 
various directions, was frequently, however, 
changed into the more melancholy spectar. 
cle of the unfortunate wounded men^ who^ 
were brought in upon brancards and car- 
ried by our windows to the hospital. 

The breaching- battery^ which had been> 
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quite ready for tirenty-four hours, was 
mounted this day by the artillery, and 
oommeDoed firing on the left face of 
Oie bastion of Tdedo. Two French 
officers, who were known to Lord R., 
called upon him that morning, and offered 
to conduct him to it. He went with themj 
and was jnuch pleased with his excursion ; 
but while standing in the battery he was 
exposed to considerable danger, as a cannon 
ball entered one of the embrasures and 
passed dose by him and the artillerymen at 
his side, and struck the bank in the rear, 

December 22nd. — The weather had by 
this tone become mudi more dry and set- 
tled ; and this morning was very fine. Our 
first object was to take advantage of the 
deamess of the atmosphere, and go to the 
diurch of St. Andr^, to see what impres- 
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sbo the breaching-battery had made, 
which had been firing salvos all night on 
the escarp of Toledo. Colondi S. and 
Captidn Bo who had been as near as 
they could get in the trenches^ accompa* 
nied us^ as they there found it almost 
impossible to ascertain the effect that had 
be^i made, from the constant doud of 
smoke that enveloped the place, When 
we got to the top of the tower, however, 
r— being a good deal above the level from 
which they were firing, and the wind blow- 
kig from us, — we could see quite clearly 
every shot strike, and the fragments of 
brick and dirt that were thrown up each 
lime. The counter*battery of the French 
beiog placed in such a manner that its 
guns pointed towards one ^d of the town, 
we saw several places where the shots had 
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penetrated the roofs of the houses, and 
heard them frequently whiz through the 
air not far from us, though we were too 
high to be in any danger. Several shots 
(fired also from the counter •< battery) 
which ricochSd on the top of the flank* 
l)attery of the citadel, or were ill-di- 
rected, passed completely over the end of 
the town and fell into the Schddt, and 
would sometimes bound, on its surface for 
a considerable distance.- Several French 
and other oflicers had come up that day to 
look from the tower^ King Leopold having 
Returned to Brussels. It was said, that the 
last time he came to Antwerp, his young 
queen had made him promise not to go again 
into the trenches-^an injunction tp which 
I believe he adhered, as I had not heard 
that he so ventured during this visit* 
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Upon one occasion, when he was entering 
the town, a French soldier, who was on his 
way out of the trenches upon a brmcardi 
having had both his legs shot off, saw hint 
pass by with his staff, and notwithstanding 
the suffering that he must have been endur* 
ing at the time, he pulled off his capi and 
cried out " Vive le Roi 1" which pleased the 
king so much^ that he sent him the cross of 
the legion of honour immediately. 

The gallant Dutchmen were firing very 
briskly all this day, and with great effect, 
from the flank-battery of Fernando, against 
the oouilter-'battery of the French. The 
breach appeared almost practicable; a consi- 
derable quantity of earth having rolled down 
into the ditch, which, at the time, (in con«- 
sequence of the water having been allowed 
to run out,) was not more than three feet 
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deep. We paid fnir daily fee to the man 
at the charch, and Captain P. acccnn* 
panied Mr. Larpeat and jne through the 
town to the two splendid basins which form 
the grand dock of the dty ; very few ships 
were in it, and no business, or trade, ap* 
peared to be going on. During the sic^ 
ships weve not allowed to enter, or clemr 
out, whidi occasioned a great loss to all 
those connected with trade in the place, as 
we learnt in our frequent visits to the house 
of Mr. Bailey, a very rich merchant^ in 
the East India trade. He spoke the senti- 
ments of most of the monied people of 
Antwerp, who were known to be highly 
in &vour of the House of Oriange, «nd to 
be much disgusted at the unsettled state 
of affairs. Mr. Bailey was a very oUiging 
man, and had carried on an extensive trade 
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for many years, haying formerly served a« 
an offioer in the firitidi Peninsular army. 
The batteries, all down the river^ from 
where we stood, were armed and de- 
fended by Bdgians. The firing continued 
with great vigom: all this evaiing» and ap«- 
peared much louder, from the incessant 
ploy of the battery upon the breach. No- 
thing new, however, was known. Captain 
R.5 of the Life-Guards, who had arrived 
a few days before, and dined with us 
several times, joined our party again to- 
day, having been in the trendies in the 
morning. A French officer of engineers 
also dined with us, who had been on duty 
all the preceding night. 

December 33rd. — When I woke this 
morning the cannonade was louder than 
ever, and had continued so durii^ the 
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whole of thenight^as the breachiDg-bat'^ 
•tery fired oonstiantly since sunset, and the 
salvos (which are two or three shots at a 
time, to make more effect on the wall) na- 
turally occasioned a much greater report 
than separate guns. Finding nobody at 
breakfast when I got up, I walked to the 
-reading-room, but I little expected the^me- 
morable scene which I was to behold this 
day. On my return to the hotel, about half- 
past nine, I remarked that the cannon no 
longer thundered ; and seeing, at the same 
time, people running in all directions^ and 
evidently communicating something of im- 
portance to each other, I concluded that 
something extraordinary must have hap- 
pened. On inquiry I found a report had 
reached the town that the citadel, which 
had been bravely defended by four thou- 
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sand Dutchmen against a French army of 
seventy thousand men for twenty-four 
days^ had hoisted a flag of truce, and sent 
two officers to the head-quarters of the 
French army to capitulate with Marshal 
Gerard. 

The news spread like wildfire^ and all 
countenances seemed brightened at the 
probable termination of the contest, except 
the officer of French engineers whom I 
found at breakfast with my companions on 
my return to the hotel. He seemed to 
suffer from the bitterest disappointment, 
as his turn for duty in the trenches came 
on again this evening, and he was there- 
fore without hope of another opportunity 
for distinction. I believe he was the only 
one of our party who did not rejoice at 
the humane and honourable manner in 
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which the siege was likely to terminate. 
We hurried over our breakfast, eager 
to see the face of the country where the 
two contending forces were reposing from 
their labours^ and awaiting anxiously the 
result of the negotiation. General Chass6 
had hoisted the white flag at irine o^clock, 
and sent out two officers with a flag of 
truce to Marshal Gerard, at the head- 
quarters, during which time, of coarse^ all 
firing was ordered to cease on both sides, 
and this gave us an opportunity of witness- 
ing a most extraordinary scene. 

We put on our umforms and proceeded 
through the Malines gate, and entered the 
trenches in the rear of Montebello, which 
is the nearest approach from the town. 
Crowds of people had already rushed to 
the entrance^ anxious to learn the state of 
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the negotiation, and attempting to approach 
th^ scene of action. Seiitinels were placed 
in all directions, with the strictest orders 
to let no one enter ; so we had some dif • 
ficulty in getting by the mass of people 
which bad collected, and should have been 
stopped like the crowd, if we bad not pre* 
sented our orders of admission, given to 
us by General St. Cyr. 

Colonel S. and Captain B., who had 
made themselves masters of the French 
works in every direction, und^took to 
guide our party through the whole line of 
trenches, commencing at the Lunette St. 
Laurent ; and when we arrived there we 
mounted the top of it, and had a wonder- 
ful view of the scene of action, the state of 
which it is quite impossible adequately to 
describe. We could see the shattered 

M 2 
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ramparts of the Citadel crowded with the 
brave Dutch, looking down from all parts of 
it upon their powerful enemies, some being 
but a few yards from us ; and the advanced 
posts of the French troops, who, having 
jumped on the banks of the trenches, co- 
vered the face of the ground before them. 

It presented a most animated scene, and 
strikingly difPerent from the concealed and 
buried position of both armies during the 
progress of the siege, when over the same 
tract of country not a living soul was visi- 
ble. Triumph marked the countenances 
of the French throughout with the air of 
self-gratulation which victory ever gives 
to a conquering army; whilst the Dutch 
were gazing on them with stern and sullen 
countenances^ bitterly conscious of their 
unavoidable defeat, but with the proud 
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consolation that they had kept at bay, for 
twenty-four days, a picked and chosen 
army of seventy thousand men^ from that 
mighty empire whose proud banner had 
once waved in conquest over almost entire 
Europe. 

On advancing over the level ground be- 
tween the trenches, we found it absolutely 
ploughed up by shot and shell of every 
description ; there was not a foot of ground 
that did not show marks of the dreadful 
havoc which had prevailed. The walls of 
the Citadel were crumbling into the ditch 
before the French battery, the bridge and 
batardeaux were destroyed, and those parts 
of the masonry that still braved the storm 
of shot, were pierced and penetrated in a 
thousand places. 

The French had attempted, a few nights 
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before, to cross the ditch and take posses- 
sion of the raveline between the bastions of 
Toledo and Faciato, for which purpose 
they had nearly effected a passage across^ 
by laying down fascines in the water, but 
were obliged to relinquish the attempt 
after a considerable loss of men. The re- 
mains o^ this passage were to be s^n ; and 
several of the French soldier^^ being now 
no longer called upon to carty on the bloody 
conflict^ walked across, spoke to the Dutch^ 
men who were on th^ othel* side, and lit 
their pipes among them. 

From the gorge of St. Laurent we de- 
scended into the ti^nches, passed into the 
counter-battery, where we found two guns 
dismounted by the fire from the Dutch, 
and rendered entirely useless. Innumerable 
remains of fire-balls lay dose to the left 
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of it, where they had been, chiefly thrown 
from the Citadel, to give light at night- 
time, and appeared like the remains of a 
quantity of burnt baskets* Rows of pier* 
riers were fixed in many places in the 
trenches, by which the French threw stones 
into the Citadel. Occasionally helmets and 
cuirasses of thick rusty iron were to be seen 
lying about, which had been used by the 
sappers and miners to protect them from 
musket-shot at the head of the sap. 

The weather having been very fine 
during the last three days, the trenches 
were completely dry, and the French had 
dug little caves in the sides to sit in and 
protect themselves from the explosions of 
shells. In looking from the breaching 
battery, the breach appeared almost prac- 
ticable; all the brick wall was shot away 
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and pounded into dust, and the earth had 
rolled down into the ditch and nearly 
filled it half across. From the battery we 
went into the covert-way which had been 
cut under it, and which faced the breach. 
It was a complete tunnel of about six 
feet square, supported by thick beams of 
wood, and reaching down to the wall of 
the counterscarp, which was ready to be 
pushed down in a moment for the assault- 
ing party to pass through and rush up 
the breach. We had now seen every im- 
portant and interesting part of the French 
works; and those of our own party who 
had been on service^ and knew from 
experience and personal observation the 
labours and operations of the engineer 
department in a besieging army, expressed 
themselves much gratified with all they 
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had seen, and spoke in the highest terms 
of all that the French had executed. 

We returned towards the town by the 
same point as that at which we had en- 
tered^ and Captain B., Captain P.^ and 
I, left the rest of our party (who re- 
turned to the Hotel) and went to Ber- 
chem. As we got into the village, the 
Dukes of Orleans and Nemours with their 
staff met us in the street, and shortly after 
Marshal Gerard came with his also in the 
same direction. Our chief object, how- 
ever, was to see the Dutch officers who 
were sent by Chass^ to capitulate. After 
waiting a short time at the gate leading to 
General St. Cyr^s house, they came out 
attended by a few French officers on foot, 
and walked to Marshal Gerard's house^ 
where a cabriolet was prepared to receive 
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them, in which they returned immediately 
to the Citadel, escorted by several officers 
on horseback, and by a guard of honour. 
The moment the Dutch officers left Ge- 
neral St. Cyr's house, the French soldiers, 
who were standing in great numbers close 
by» rushed and crowded towards them 
with the most anxious curiosity. The 
manner of the officers was dignified, but 
quiet, and they appeared rather amused 
at the anxiety of the men to see them. 

A most disgraceful scaie ensued at 
Antwerp on the return of the officers 
through the town. Their cabriolet was 
driving quietly through the streets^ when 
a Belgian approached the side of the 
vehicle^ apparently in the costume of a 
gentleman, and commenced a tirade of the 
most abusive language against the Dutch 
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officers who were in it. A French officer 
who was riding by its side^ perceiving 
with disgust the conduct of the intruder, 
pushed his horse forward, struck him a 
violent blow on his shoulders with the 
back of his sxvordj and desired hira to 
desist from his mean and cowardly attack ; 
upon which the individual who had been 
thus degrading himself, with an affected 
air of heroism and defiance demanded 
an apology from the French officer^ add 
declared he would have satisfaction. The 
latter, however, justly replied^ that a 
man who eould be guilty of so ignoble 
and contemptible a misd^neanour, was not 
entitled to respect from an officer or a 
gentleman. 

Having now walked for a considerable 
time, and witnessed a scene of interest 
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such as we may probably seldom see 
again, we returned to our hotel in the 
hope of learning some intelligence re- 
specting the terms on which the contending 
parties were likely to terminate the negoti- 
ation. All sorts of rumours were afloat, 
and it was said that hostilities were to 
recommence immediately, as Chasse would 
not concede to Marshal Gerard's terms. 
Soon after our return to the hotel, Sir 
George Hamilton (the Secretary of Lega- 
tion at Brussels) arrived and joined our 
party, and told us that he believed the 
terms were not definitively arranged, and 
indeed that he had learnt from General 
Deprez that no treaty was finally agreed 
to; but that a courier had been despatched 
to the King of Holland, and till the return 
of his answer^ the French were to occupy 
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the gates of the Citadel. In this uncer- 
tain state of things we passed the rest of 
the evening, anxiously looking forward 
to the news of the next day. 

About ten o'clock a considerable blaze 
of light was seen spreading over the henii« 
sphere in the direction of the river, and 
crowds of people were anxiously running 
in all directions to learn the cause of it. 
On arriving at the edge of the river, we 
distinctly saw the Dutch gun-boats in 
flames, which had been lying close to the 
Citadel during the siege. When that sur- 
rendered, the crews gallantly set fire to 
their vessels, and went down the river in 
open boats, defying the forts occupied on 
each side by their enemies^ and determined 
not to fall into their hands. Having satis- 
fied our curiosity, we returned to our hotel, 
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talked over the exdtiog scenes of the day» 
and retired to rest to puss a tranquil night 
undisturbed by the usual roar of cannon. 

December 24th. — This promised to be a 
nuMt interesting day, and I remained in 
bed no later than eight o'clock. On 
entering the room our party were all at 
breakfast, and eagerly waiting for intel- 
ligence of what was to happen. Nobody 
could give us any decided infonnation ; 
but conjectures of all sorts were spread 
abroad. 

The King of the Be^ians was expected 
to arrive every hour from Brussels, and the 
town presented a most busy and stirring 
scene. Troops of all sorts were passing in 
every direction, orderlies with despatches 
galloping down the streets, multitudes of 
inhabitants (who had left the town at the 
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oommencemeiit of the siege) were dragging 
their beds, and erery article of furniture^ 
in carts, back to their former abodes. The 
cdlar windows, looking on the street, which 
had been made splinter-proof throughout 
the town, were now caning on all sides, 
and the people seemed to be preparing 
for a more tranquil state of things, and 
a return of all their comforts. In the 
midst of this general movement of the 
inhabitants, a few gejis-d^armes came in 
sight, escorting a waggon, contmning se- 
veral men in sailors' dresses, who proved 
to be some Dutch seamen, supposed to 
have belonged to the gun-boats which 
were burnt the night before, and who, in 
attempting to go down the river, had 
been taken prisoners by the French be- 
longing to Sebastiani's division. As soon 
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as the procession turned into the main 
street, in front of our hotels and appeared 
in sight, the whole mass of people rushed 
towards the spot, and finding they were 
Dutchmen, set up the most hideous yells 
and noises, insulted them in the most 
cowardly and brutal manner, and, not- 
withstanding their defenceless situation, 
pelted them with stones and every sort of 
missile, whereby one man was severely 
wounded in the face, so that the blood 
streamed down his cheeks. My contempt 
and disgust at the scene I beheld may be 
conceived, if not described ; and I felt as 
if a nation, whose people could be guilty 
of such disgraceful conduct, must be un- 
worthy of independence. Colonel Caradoc 
who was by at the time, and met the 
vehicle, took off his cap as it passed, and 
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saluted an o£Soer who was among the 
prisoners, to show them what was the 
feeling of an Englishman who witnessed 
the conduct of their assailants — ^' les 
braves Beiges.'* 

Sir George Hamilton, who was per« 
sonally acquainted with the senior surgeon 
at the hospital, went to call on him, and 

« 

took Lord B., Captain P., and myself 
with him, in order that we might see 
the interior of it« and the many wounded 
men who had been taken there. As it 
was one of the sights attendant on a siege, 
I determined to go, though I did not 
feel very anxious to witness the suffer- 
ings of its wretched inmates. We were 
first showed into a* long room, where a 
number of beds were placed, about four or 
five feet from each other, and each of 

N 
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them supported a wounded man. They 
were all lying on their backs, with only 
their faces uncovered, and some of their 
countenances bearing the impression of ap- 
proaching death. One man^ who seemed 
the most anxious that the surgeon should 
come to him, when we entered the room, 
called to him, and asked him if he 
thought he had any chance of recovering ; 
the surgeon assured him he was much 
better, and desired him not to despair. 
He had had his thigh shot away^ and the 
hip had been taken out of the socket, 
which was an operation attended with the 
greatest danger. Sir G. Hamilton went 

up to his bedside, when the wretched man 

«^ 

seized his hand, as he told him he looked 
well, and would recover ; and eagerly 
asked him again if he reaUy thought he 
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could hope to live ; but no sooner had we 
left him, than the surgeon turned round 
to us And said, the poor fellow must die, 
and probably next day. We passed on 
to a long room^ where the wounded offi- 
cers were lying on the same sort of beds. 
Colonel Morlet, of the Engineers (whom I 
before mentioned) was there^ and looked 
deadly pale ; the surgeon had hopes of his 
recovery, though he was still in the great- 
est danger. He had been promoted that 
evening by Marshal Gerard^ and received 
the cross of the legion of honour, which 
kept up his spirits a good deal. We as- 
sured him he looked well, and would 
recover, for which intelligence he seemed 
very grateful. 

I became almost disgusted with my- 
self, for staying to witness the sufferings 

N 2 
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of those uhhappy men, who had been 
maimed and torn to pieces^ in a cause 
which could add no glory to their country, 
nor, therefore, furnish any consolation to 
themselves. 

Having witnessed the regularity and 
cleanliness of the interior of the hospital, 
and satiated our appetites for such horrors, 
we returned home. Captain P. and I 
having then attempted to go upon the 
Esplanade, where we were stopped by the 
French sentinels, we met Marshal Gerard, 
accompanied by the young Princes and all 
his staff, on their return from visiting the 
interior of the Citadel, where they had 
been for the first time since the capitula- 
tion. They trotted quickly past us, at- 
tended by a squadron of dragoons. 
Colonel Caradoc, as British Commissioner, 
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attended by Sir George Hamilton, as his 
aide-de-camp, proceeded to the Citadel, to 
obtain an interview with General Chass6. 
Having entered the gates, which were 
guarded by a number of French soldiers, 
they passed through several passages under- 
ground, and wereintroduced to his presence 
in a casemate, being a small square room, 
of eight or ten feet wide, with bare walls 
of stone, and one window. He appeared 
well in health and spirits, except that he 
was a good deal crippled by a disease in 
his legs^ which prevented him from mov- 
ing about much. His table was prepared 
for dinner, and laid for four people. The 
moment they entered the room be raised 
himself as much as he could from the 
chairs, seized Colonel Caradoc's hands with 
both of his, in the most cordial and 
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hearty manner, as if it was a satisfac** 
tion to him to meet an Englishman, and 
treat him as a friend. Having offered 
them wine and refreshment, and made 
them sit down with him, he entered into 
the most interesting eonversalioa respect- 
ing the siege, speaking in the highest terms 
of the devotion of his garrison $r sayings 
that their hardships and privations bad 
be^i most acute, and that they bad de- 
fended the place as long as it was tenable. 
He seemed anxious for the approval and 
good opinion of the world in general, but 
particularly of the Duke of Wdlington, 
of whom be spoke in the most enthusiastic 
terms of admiration and respect. He sud^ 
he had served under him, and bad bad 
opportunities of witnessing bis q)lendid 
military talents; and to have bis approha-* 
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tion and esCeem was all he really wished for. 
He then begged Colonel Caradoc to make 
known to him bow much he coveted and 
should honour his good opinion as that of 
the greatest commander of the age, and 
that wovds could not express the admira- 
tioA he felt for him. Upon which Colonel 
Caradoc replied, that he had not the honour 
of oorresppi^di^g wUh X\}e Duke, but re- 
ferred him tq Sir 6. Hamilton (who had 
lately hi^ some correspondence with him 
respecting his estate near Waterloo) > and he 
assured \nm he' should be proud to make 
any comipunication to him that he wished. 
He then asked Sir George to repeat to 
him the terms of admiration in which he 
had already spoken of him, and to say, 
that if he had his approval and esteem, he 
should be happy. I afterwiM^ds \iesixd 
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that the communication was made to the 
Duke of Wellington, who replied to him 
by letter in the most flattering terms, and 
praising him most highly for his brave de- 
fence. Before Colonel Cara^oc and Sir 6- 
Hamilton left the room, he told them that 
if they wished to see the ceremony, his men 
were going to march out with the honours 
of war^ and lay down their arms before 
Marshal Gerard, near the Fort du Kiel. 
They therefore rose, thanked him for his 
condescending reception of them^ and Co- 
lonel Caradoc assured him that he should 
feel proud if he could serve him in any way, 
as mediator in any of the future arrange- 
ments. He said he was only anxious for 
the good treatment of his men, who had 
been taken prisoners at St. Laurent and 
down the river, and that if Colonel Caradoc 
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would intercede for them with Marshal 
Gerard, his gratitude would be very great. 
Colonel Caradoc promised to intereist him- 
self in their welfare, and to speak to the 
Marshal in their behalf. 

The garrison marched out under the 
command of General Favorge (the second 
in command), laid down their arms in the 
presence of Gerard and his staff, and re* 
turned to the Citadel as prisoners of war. 
The account of the interview which I have 
just related, was given me by Sir G. 
Hamilton, on his return from the Citadel, 
and is a strict and accurate report of 
what took place. 

December 25th. — Yesterday evening, the 
Comte de Flahault very kindly sent to me 
to say, that, if I wished it, he would ob- 
tain permission for me to go into the Cita- 
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del the next day. I therefore gladly 
accepted the o£Eer, and arose thb niorniag 
early, in order to be in time to meet Ge:* 
neral Boudrond, who had good-^naturedly 
promised Count Flahault to take me in his 
suite this morning at eight o'clock. The 
General was not quite ready when I arr 
rived at his house ; and I found several 
French officers also waiting to go with him. 
Having remained, a few minutes till he was 
ready, we all set out on foot, and walked 
across the esplanade, where we found many 
spots on which the shells and cannon-shot 
that were ill-directed by the French had 
fallen, after having passed over the Citadel 
from the batteries on the other side. We 
then entered a gate leading through some 
high rails, on the right of the ravelip, by 
the rear of which we passed to the fqot of 
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the draw«bridge, which led us acrosa to the 
great gate^ and we soon found ourselves 
within the walls of the fortress. A French 
general was placed at the gate, and had the 
command of a battalion of infantry^ who 
ware picketted in small bodies at different 
points of the Citadel. On our entrance, 
a number of the Dutch soldiers crowd- 

N 

ed towards ua with anxious curiosity,, and 
many of them appeared to be the youngest 
m&k I ever saw oilisted. We found them 
collected in groups in erery part, and 
watching us wherever we went ; but I re* 
marked^ that the older soldiers> most of 
whom were decorated with orders, kept 
aloc^ from their younger comrades, and 
betrayed a sadness and seriousness in their 
countenances which too well rqiresented 
the bitterness of their reflections. I found 
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I 

that one order which they wore was a 
cross given to those who were present at 
the battle of Louvain, where the ^' braves 
Beiges" ran away to a man, leaving their 
newly-elected sovereign standing by him- 
self on the fields who had vainly attempted 
to rally his army by his own example. 

It is impossible to give the reader an 
accurate idea of the appearance of the in- 
terior of the Citadel; but when I say 
that there was not a foot's space of ground 
or building that was not shattered or 
pierced by shot or shelly I am confident I 
speak within bounds. The only remains 
of the buildings were a few bare walls^ and^ 
occasionally, a part of the roof^ perforated 
with innumerable holes. The church, the 
barrack, the general's and officers' houses, 
were all heaps of ruins. Cannon-balls 
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and splinters were strewed and scattered 
among the broken earth, which had been 
everywhere ploughed up by the explosion 
of the shells. On the rights as we en- 
tered, we saw a place where the '' monstre 
bombe " had fallen. It had made an im- 
mense excavation, having the appearance 
of a place from whence an enormous tree 
had been uprooted ; and the Dutchman 
who showed it to us said^ that none of 
them could imagine what it was when it 
fell and exploded^ but that> from its size, 
they fancied it must be something dropped / 
upon them from heaven. 

We found most of the blindages entirely 
destroyed^ and many of the batteries in a 
helpless condition : in several places they 
were crushed down upon the guns, and 
several of the latter were lying completely 
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dismounted, with their wheels and car- 
riages broken to pieces. The casemates 
were made underground, opening into 
little square yards, twenty feet below the 
sur&ce of the Citadel. We descended 
into them by ladders^ and found them in 
the most wretchedly filthy state, show- 
ing what the miserable existence of their 
inmates must have been for a length of 
time. We went into an officer's casemate, 
which was a small square room^ with two 
or three beds, situated within the crowded 
place allotted to the men. General Fa*. 
vorge was there, and invited us to Cxome in, 
which we did, notwithstanding the close^ 
putrid atmosphere which we encountered as 
we passed through the approaches leading 
to it. He told us how gallantly the troops 
had behaved, what hardships they had en- 
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dored, and that, if their master the King 
of Holland had required it, they would 
have stood the assault, and defended the 
breach to the last man. He seemed a 
very intelligent little officer, full of vigour 
and zeal in his cause. All the French offi- 
cers with whom I went in seemed con- 
vinced that the place had been defended 
as long as it was practicable; and in 
speaking to the Dutch officers as they 
|)a$sed by, complimented them on their 
gallant conduct, and acknowledged they 
had made a most honourable defence. 
On the farther side of the Citadel we saw a 
musket sticking in the water, with the 
stock uppermost, and were told it had 
been thrown in by one of their men (as 
they marched out the day before to lay 
down their arms), who could not bear to 
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go through the humiliating form of re- 
signing his weapon to the enemy. 

Having made the complete tour of the 
Citadel, we returned towards the Hospital, 
and met a number of wounded men being 
carried away from it on brancards, or 
leaning on the arms of their comrades. 
Some were in a dreadfully lacerated 
state. ^ They were carrying those who 
were well enough to be moved> to the Tete 
de FlandreSy and into Antwerp^ to give 
more room to the wretched creatures who 
were left to die. The surgeon took us 
into the hdspital, which was a sort of 
gallery underground, supported by beams 
and pillarsy where the picture was truly 
dreadful. Groans and lamentations from 
all parts of it were heard ; and the beds, 
which were on the floor, were so close to 
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oiie another, that each sufferer must have 
witnessed the tortures of those around 
him on all sides, when his own wounds 
granted him a momentary respite from 
pain. Part of the building being struck 
by shells, threatened to fall through upon 
its wretched inmates, and bury them in its 
ruins. The whole was lighted up by a 
few candles, there being no windows or 
opening except the doors, which were also 
protected by a wall before them, forming 
a passage to its entrance. Many were 
suffering the last agonies of death, and 
gazing upon us with a ghastly expression. 
Some of the wounds caused by the ex- 
plosion of shells were described as dread- 
ful; and one poor creature was pointed 
out to us who had lost both his legs and 
an arm in that way. 

o 
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Having thus seen the whole interior of 
the citadel, the state of which I have 
vainly attempted to describe, we all re- 
turned to the town ; and, having thanked 
Geoeral Boudrond for ..his kindness in 
taking me with him, I left the party and 
proceed to the hotel, to prepare for 
. my immediate departure. . Captain P. 
decided to come with me^ as there was so 
much difficulty. in getting admission to the 
citadel. We, therefore, left Antwerp in 
his carriage at two o'clock, and arrived 
at the Hotel de Belle Vue, at Brussels^ 
at half-past five. 

My chief object was now to get back 
as soon as possible to England; but I 
determined to sacrifice one more day to 
the field of Waterloo. We therefore 
hired a caleche, and, having left Brussels 
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at half past eight o'clock this morning, 
December 26th, arrived at Waterloo at 
about ten. Captain P., who had been 
there three times before, kindly explained 
the positions of each army, so that with 
his assistance, and that of the guide, called 
Martin Pissou, who lives in a cottage 
dose to the Belgic Lion, I was soon made 
accurately acquainted with this interest- 
ing and classic ground. We ascended the 
mound where the lion stands, went aver 
the whole field of battle, and then started 
in our carriages on our return to Brussels^ 
which we reached at five o'clock. 

Lord R. arrived this night from Ant- 
werp, after having obtained admittance 
to the citadel^ and therefore he, Mr. S. 
and I, hired a carriage next day, started 

o2 
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at two o-dock, and arrived at Ostend at 
half-past one the following morning. 

December 29th.«-We embarked in the 
steam-boat, at nine o'clock, and arrived 
at Dover in seven hours. As sdon as I 
had passed my luggage through the Cus- 
tom-house, I started for London, and 
arrived there at six o'clock on the morning 
of the 30th. 

Thus ended my agreeable and interest- 
ing expedition to this memorable siege, 
whence I derived more military knowledge 
and information, and more personal plea- 
sure and enjoyment, than can be often 
compassed in so short a space of time; 
and having been too young to bear my 
part among such events in the ranks of 
my own countrymen, it will ever be to 
me a gratifying reflection, that I have thus 
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witnessed one of the few exciting scenes of 
warfare which, in these days> fall to the.lpt 
of any English soldier. 



The siege of Antwerp will probably 
occupy a conspicuous page in the history 
of the present times. It will derive more 
celebrity, perhaps, from the political cir- 
cumstances which led to it> . and the pro- 
found peace which elsewhere pi«vafled, 
than from any peculiar features or in- 
trinsic interest of a military character. 
The merits of the attack and . defence 
have, been weighed : under . the influence of 
the former considerations, and, in general, 
the sympathy of the English has been 
heartily extended to the gallant old chief- 
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tain and his loyal band, shut up in thdr 
turrow fortress, and bra^rely resisting an 
overwhelming force, in obedience to the 
commands of their country. In a work of 
this nature, it is not intended to enter into 
any professional and detailed examination 
of the cpnduct of the two parties. A few 
remarks are offered in a spirit of strict 
impartiality, and a f^w anecdotes added, to 
illustrate, on the one hand, the military 
qualities and character of the French* 
and, on the other^ the loyalty and devo^ 
tion of the Dutch. It is to be hoped that 
this dispassionate view of the subject will 
be found to do justice to the military re- 
nown of our ancient enemy, and not dis- 
appoint the generous sympathy and admi- 
ration which has been so universally ex- 
dted for our ancient ally. 
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It is unnecessary to allude to the poli- 
tical events which brought about *the 
recent contest, further than to notice, that 
both parties had been for two years aware 
of the probability of its occurrence, and 
might consequently, therefore, be sup«- 
posed to be amply prepared for the attack 
and defence. 

The French army doubtless keenly 
anticipated an event, that should once 
more call into exerdse their martial spirit, 
and enable them again to march undar 
their favourite banner. There were many 
who had survived and participated in the 
gallant achievements of their former days 
— ^men, to whom military renown was, irt- 
deed, as the very " breath of their nos- 
trils;'' with whom war was their sole occu- 
pation, and whose spirits were fretting and 
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consuming away in inactivity and obscu- 
rity. There were others fresh starting on 
their military career, who, with equal 
eagerness, but far warmer hopes, and 
higher expectations, joyfully hailed the 
first promise of hostilities. The series of 
reverses 'that had rapidly preceded the 
downfal of the empire were forgotten in 
the recollection of the many and glorious 
victories that had been achieved during 
its meridian splendour; and the essentially 
military character of the nation backed 
the eager spirit of the army, and assisted 
in giving an importance to the approach- 
ing campaign, that would have been de- 
nied to it had it occurred in the palmy 
days of their imperial leader. But not- 
withstanding the real eagerness with which 
the event was anticipated, and the for- 
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midable preparations to ensure success, 
the army, in general, spoke lightly of the 
aflfair. It was to be ^' une petite prome- 
nade de quinze jours" — a rustling of ban- 
ners — a glancing of plumes— »and a few 
interchanges of war compliments. It 
would merely afford the two young Princes 
an opportunity of winning golden spurs, 
and ^* golden opinions ;" rouse the old 
soldier from his inglorious repose, and 
stay the craving of his heart, and give as- 
surance to all Europe, that the military 
energies of the nation wiere in their full 
efficiency and vigour. 

The engineers, with equal confidence, 
but sounder judgment, looked to a suc- 
cessful issue of the campaign. Their ar- 
dour was no whit inferior to that of any 
other branch of the army ; but, taught by 
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their profession to apply the principles of 
science to all military operations, they cal- 
culated with precision the day when the 
" promenade" ought to terminate, and the 
result proved the soundness of thdr cal* 
culation. To this branch of the service, 
indeed, the affair was one of great and 
immediate interest. 

It was desirable that the contest should 
be conducted with the least possible effu- 
sion of blood, but brought as speedily as 
possible to a termination. It has already 
been stated, that there existed between the 
two belligerents few of the usual provo- 
catives that inflame the stem and angry 
passions ; and that the war, if war it is to 
be called, was merely to settle one spedfic 
point, the sole aim and end of all the hos- 
tilities. If ever, therefore, there was a 
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desirable occasion, when the science of an 
army was to be preferred to its physical 
energies, the present afforded it; and, 
perhaps, there are few instances on record, 
where science obtained a more complete 
triumph. The actual operations of the 
attack were those of General Haxo and his 
corps du g^rue, subsidiary to whom were 
the infantry and artillery. 

The real force of the French army has 
been variously stated, but there are 
grounds for believing that the '^ Army of 
the North" was not less than 70,000 
strong, and that IS^OOO of the number 
were cavalry. The amount, at first, ap- 
pears to be greatly disproportioned to the 
object. The opposing force could not, at 
the most, exceed 5000 men, while, ac- 
cording to the highest military authori- 
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ties, half that number ought to have been 
sufficient to garrison the Citadel. More- 
over, the French were within five days 
march of their own country, with a 
friendly country in their rear and around 
them, and with facilities of obtaining 
ample means and assistance, should . their 
own complete equipment fail. But only a 
fraction of this large force was employed 
in the attack, the rest occupied detached 
and even distant positions, to secure the 
uninterrupted progress of the operations 
before the Citadel. A part of the force 
was pushed on to the Belgian frontier, 
and ostensibly, watched only the movement 
of the Dutch army ; but probably, at the 
same time, jealously guarded against any 
collision between the Dutch and Belgians. 
This latter circumstance might be reason- 
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ably feared, considering that the Belgians 
were yet smarting under the disgrace of 
their Louvain defeat. It was of political 
importance that the affair should be 
speedily arranged, and that all overt acts 
of hostility should be confined to the cap- 
ture of the Citadel and its dependencies. 
It was understood that a separate treaty of 
co-operation existed between France and 
Belgium, to be acted on in the event of 
the army of the King of Holland advan- 
cing towards the country of the latter; 
and thus every precaution seemed to have 
been taken to ensure the success of the 
enterprise. The amount of the French 
force, therefore, is not to be estimated in 
reference only to the capture of the Cita- 
del. A much smaller force would have 
been sufficient for this object, provided 
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there existed a certainty that the Dutch 
would not attempt to raise the si^e ; but 
as the latter circumstance was to be anti- 
cipatedy it became necessary to guard 
against such a contingency. The force 
employed was consequently no greater than 
the peculiar features of the whole aflPair 
demanded, and its amount was fully jus- 
tified by military policy. With this force, 
and with the co-operation, if necessary, of 
the Bel^an army, it was easily demon- 
strable, that the Citadel must yield within 
a given period ; the desired time was thus 
obtained, and it was left to the engineers 
so to execute their task, that the opera- 
tions should be conducted within that 
period^ and at th^ smallest cost of human 
life. They performed their office ad- 
mirably. 



8IBOE OF ANTWERP. 207 

The policy that planned and executed 
the arrangement of this campaign afforded 
few opportunities to the force immediately 
employed before the Citadel, for any spe- 
cial efforts of military daring or strategy^ 
beyond what were required from the artil- 
lery and engineer departments. If the 
Dutch general had deemed it necessary to 
prolong the defence to the utmost, and with 
his ample garrison to have made repeated 
sorties, interrupting the works, and harass- 
ing the troops in the trenches by every 
effort and device^ there might have been 
opportunities for gallant skirmishing on 
both sides. But such a defence, inducing 
an effusion of blood beyond what the most 
chivalrous honour could demand on the 
peculiar occasion, was not to be expected, 
and its attempt would probably have been 
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met with increased means of offence on tb]^ 
part of the besiegers. There were, how- 
ever, opportunities offered for displaying 
the shrewdness and intelligence of the 
French soldier, and the admirable adap- 
tation of his spirit to the various incidents 
of a military life — the ready resource in 
difficulty — ^the facility and cheerfulness in 
establishing the bivouac — the labour light- 
ened by the joyous spirit— ^the quickness 
in comprehending and embracing every 
advantage of offence and defence — and the 
utter carelessness of the evil which the 
morrow may bring. But, perhaps the 
most extraordinary quality in the French 
soldier is the marked individuality he pre- 
serves, notwithstanding his position as one 
among the hundreds of his regiment and 
corps/ or the tens of thousands of his army. 
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In all other services the individual is lost 
in the great mass of the military force; 
his feelings and character generalized and 
melted into those of the whole body. But 
the French soldier^ while co-operating with 
his brethren in the discharge of his military 
duties, separates himself from them on all 
other occasions, and assumes the tone and 
manner of one who, in his single person^ 
affords an unquestionable example of the 
mUitaire — is of hitnself all sufficient as a 
soldier — and who affects to derive no 
importance from being only one of his 
high profession. Much of this has been 
acquired since an early period, from the 
general estimation in which the service was 
held in France, and the particular atten- 
tion paid to individuals who have retired 
. to their native homes after creditably dis- 
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consuming away in inactivity and obscu- 
rity. There were others fresh starting on 
their military career, who, with equal 
eagerness, but far warmer hopes, and 
higher expectations, joyfully hailed the 
first promise of hostilities. The series of 
reverses 'that had rapidly preceded the 
downfal of the empire were forgotten in 
the recollection of the many and glorious 
victories that had been achieved during 
its meridian splendour; and the essentially 
military character of the nation backed 
the eager spirit of the army, and assisted 
in giving an importance to the approach- 
ing campaign, that would have been de- 
nied to it had it occurred in the palmy 
days of their imperial leader. But not- 
withstanding the real eagerness with which 
the event was anticipated, and the for- 
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midable preparations to ensure success, 
the army, in general, spoke lightly of the 
affair. It was to be ^' une petite prome- 
nade de quinze jours" — a rustling of ban- 
ners — a glancing of plumes — and a few 
interchanges of war compliments. It 
would merely afford the two young Princes 
an opportunity of winning golden spurs, 
and '^ golden opinions ;" rouse the old 
soldier from his inglorious repose^ and 
stay the craving of his hearty and give as- 
surance to all Europe^ that the military 
energies of the nation were in their full 
efficiency and vigour. 

The engineers, with equal confidence, 
but sounder judgment, looked to a suc- 
cessful issue of the campaign. Their ar- 
dour was no whit inferior to that of any 
other branch of the army ; but, taught by 
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their profession to apply the principles of 
science to all military operations, they cal* 
culated with precision the day when the 
" promenade" ought to terminate, and the 
result proved the soundness of their cal- 
culation. To this branch of the service, 
indeed, the affair was one of great and 
immediate interest. 

It was desirable that the contest should 
be conducted with the least possible effu* 
sion of blood, but brought as speedily as 
possible to a termination. It has already 
been stated, that there existed between the 
two belligerents few of the usual prove* 
catives that inflame the stern and angry 
passions ; and that the war, if war it is to 
be called, was merely to settle one specific 
point, the sole aim and end of all the hos- 
tilities. If ever, therefore, there was a 
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desirable occasion, when the science of an 
army was to be preferred to its physical 
energies, the present afforded it; and, 
perhaps, there are few instances on record, 
where science obtained a more complete 
triumph. The actual operations of the 
attack were those of General Haxo and his 
corps du g4nie^ subsidiary to whom were 
the infantry and artillery. 

The real force of the French army has 
been variously stated, but there are 
grounds for believing that the ** Army of 
the North" was not less than 70,000 
strong, and that 12,000 of the number 
were cavalry. The amount, at first, ap- 
pears to be greatly disproportioned to the 
object. The opposing force could not, at 
the most, exceed 5000 men, while, ac- 
cording to the highest military authori- 
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to tbcr dstonishmeht of the two strangers^ 
the affair ended in « sort of Irish row with- 
out stioks ; and* two unfortunate artillery- 
men were mobbed bjr about a dosen of the 
oppoate faction ; the offender was thrown 
to the ground, and the affair was settled at 
the expense, on his part^ of a bloody nose. 
Much politeness of manner towards each 
other, mixed with kindness and deference 
to the Colonel and iiis companion, and most 
apnusing gasconading and self-adulation, 
particularly on the score of courage, marked 
the intercourse of the party. The band-* 
masters were frequently referred to in the 
character of officers, to give a casting vote 
in any difference of opinion. One of these 
worthies gave a long and severe reprimand 
(probably urged with additional piquancy 
in the presence of strangers) upon one of 
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the party, a mean-looking little rogae of 
about five feet in height, for the disgrace 
he had eatuled on the army, of the norft, 
by allowing a Belgian officer to defray his 
beer bill. The deference with which thia 
was listened to by the whole party, aa 
coming from a person wearing a cantre 
epanlette^ was exceecfingly anrasing. The 
overawed culprit stood as much abashed 
as in the presence of the Marshal himself, 
and probably felt more deeply punished by 
his comrades' scornful acquiescence in the 
justice of the reprimand, than he would 
have done if it had< been administered by 
the Marshal before his staff. 

Colonel S. and Captaiii H., in their 
frequent intercourse with the men in the 
trenches^ saw much of their sprightly tem- 
per and good humour. There was a 
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natural and proper jealousy of strangers' 
Visits to the trenches, but the English 
officers arie bound to speak in terms of gra- 
titude for the courtesy and attention they 
in general received ; though there were un- 
doubtedly exceptions,--K>ccasionaUy on the 
part of the officers^ and even more rarely 
ainong the men. It is doubtful, however, 
whether any other service would have 
more readily conceded the liberal per- 
mission that was ultimately given to the 
English, from the highest authorities, 
through the kind interposition of Colonel 
Caradoc. The men usually recognised the 
English strangers, whether in plain clothes 
or in their undress uniform^ and touched 
their caps en passant 

This occurred very frequently with the 
7th/ I8thi and 66th regiments, which may 
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probably be accounted for by their l^scving 
been formerly stationed in the fieighbouf^ 
hood of Calais and Boulogne, and familis7<< 
ized with the English . Theje were crfcout^e 
several good humoured jokeS- at the' «c^* 
pense of the strangers ; sufch as " Ah qsii 
encore nos amateurs. Dites-moi done,* 
Caporal ; est-ce que ces Messieurs voyagent 
pour la sante ? " There was one standing 
joke which produced much applause — 
** Gare k bombe ! gare k bombe !*' and 
when, from the frequency of such missiles, 
no change appeared in the countenance or 
movement of those to be frightened, it 
usually drew down a compliment on the 
strangers and themselves. — *'Ah qal ils 
lie sont pas peureux^ ces gens-l&. — lis 
sont comme nous autres Franqais." In 
return Cigars de la Havanne were dis- 
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tributedy and a sip of eau de vie offered 
in acknowledgment from a captain or 
subaltern out of his campaigning bottle. 

The troops in the parallels, or places of 
arms, near the defences, constantly main- 
tained a vigilant observation on the opera- 
tions of the Dutch, while the greater 
number were seated on the berm> or step, 
at the bottom of the bank, ready for 
immediate exertion ; others had ascended 
the second step and were watching, the 
enemy through the apertures formed by 
the sand-bags* The manner in which one 
of these sentries discharged this duty will 
illustrate the intelligenoe of the French 
soldier. It is to be observed that the 
crest, or top of the parapet, or bank, of 
the trench, is lined with small bags, of 
sand, about eighteen inches long, and five 
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or six in breadth and depth. Two are 
placed lengthwise, towards the defences, 
and the third above and across them> so as 
to make an aperture of about four inches 
for the soldier to fire through. The man 
in question lay flat against the bank, filling 
up the aperture with his face, so that no 
Kght should be seen between the bags ; he 
then indicated by a motion of his hand^ to 
the officer below him, any particular move- 
ment of consequence : or if he found it 
necessary to communicate verbally to the 
officer, he moved his head round so cau- 
tiously, as to keep the aperture still per- 
fectly closed. 

In several parts of the trench, in the 
counterguard, the French employed a 
long musket^ called a Jiisil de rempartf 
fixed with a swivel on a post, and directed 
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against some particular part of the citadel. 
The soldier formed a sort of hut, or cave, 
which was covered at top with faggots, 
sand-bags, and earth, in which he nestled 
throughout the twenty-four hours : eating, 
drinking, and joking, but ever and anon 
casting a quick jealous glance through the 
small aperture, and discharging his piece at 
any person that presented himself. One of 
these campaigning alcoves was also- con- 
structed in the counter-battery within 
sixty yards of the Citadel, and occupied 
by a small party quietly smoking their 
pipes. Both Colonel W. S.. and Colonel 
Colin C. who had witnessed sieges in the 
Peninsula, expressed their approbation of 
the ready resource and quickness of the 
French on these various occasions, and 
their admiration of their many soldier-like 
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qualities ; but always qualified their com- 
mendations with a proud comparison of 
the higher and more stable quality of their 
own countrymen. Colonel W. S. was 
much pleased with the French artillery 
in their personnel and equipments, but 
from the experience of long service, 
objected to their ordnance of brass. It is 
singular, that notwithstanding the often 
proved inefficiency of this metal for the pur- 
poses of a siege, the French should still 
persist in its use. It is obvious that the 
fire should be as riapid as possible through- 
out the day, that the damage efiected may 
be such as cannot be repaired during the 
night by the besieged. In the Peninsula, 
two and even three hundred rounds have 
been fired during the day from the English 
iron guns, but on the present occasion. 
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scarcely more than sixty rounds were ob- 
tained from the French ordnance ; and it 
appeared that even this moderate allow- 
ance bad injured it. There is a prejudice 
against the iron gun, from the imperfection 
either of the native metal* or of its fabri* 
cation ; but if the French condescended 
to follow the example of all other nations^ 
some one of their neighbours would be 
found to supply an unexceptionable article 
pf iron. 

The force of ordnance brought up to the 
siege seems to have been arranged nearly 
on their own scale^ regulating the theory 
of an equipment for such a service : but 
it appeared, from some causes not very dis- 
tinctly understood by the uninitiated, that 
the complement was not found sufficient ; 
additional au^^Ues of personnel were drawn 
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from France, and mortars supplied by the 
Belgians ; and one battery was manned en* 
tirely by the artillery of that nation. There 
was also a strong rumour current, that a 
difference existed between the artiUery and 
engineer departments ; and that it had its 
origin in the two chiefs. The engineers 
complained that the artillery were always 
nearly twenty-four hours behind them. It 
is certain that an unusual delay occurred 
in completing and arming the batteries^, 
the sole execution of which is, contrary to 

the custom in our service, entrusted to the 

* 

artillery. 

The state of the trenches, owing to the 
badness of the weather^ lightness of the 
soil, and difficulty of drainage, afforded 
some excuse for delay in the transport of 
the ordnance — and here, perhaps, the en- 
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gineers were not free from error. Had the 
trenches been made wider and shallower, 
they might have been more readily drained, 
at the same time that equal cover might 
have been procured for the troops. It is 
true that the broader the trenches were 
constructed, the more open they were to 
receive the sheUs; but the eflBdency of 
these projectiles was much weakened by 
the soft ground in which they plunged. 

The artillery constructed their batteries 
admirably, supporting the sides with ga- 
bions, or baskets^ of remarkable weight 
and strength. General Chass^ in his re- 
port, denounces the brutality of the 
French^ in pouring in a tremendous 
shower of shot and shell, unparalleled, he 
adds, in the annals of war. This is a 
compliment to the French artillery, at the 
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expense of his own better sense ; the^object 
of the French was, to pour in every shot 
and shell at their command, and to induce, 
by means acknowledged to be thoroughly 
legitimate in war, the surrender of the 
Citadel as speedily as possible. The place 
was not tenanted by the peaceable and 
industrious citizen, by women and chil- 
dren, but by a gallant band of soldiers, 
prepared to resist to the death every 
warlike expedient brought against them. 
Moreover, the Citadel was or ought to have 
been supplied with bomb-proof cover for 
€dl the troops : two years were allowed for 
those preparations, and, as it was under- 
stood, the resources of the nation were 
placed at the disposal of Chasse. 

The same remark may also apply to the 
use made of the ^' monster mortar." This 
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leQOwned ei^iiie was cast at liege^ under 
the sDperintendenoe of General Evain^ the 
Direetor-*Greneral of the Belgium artillery. 
It weighed about 15,000 Ib^., was about 
five feet in length, and tin^ee feet in diame- 
tear ; required about 30 lbs. of powder to 
discharge a shell of 900 lbs. wei^it, and 
1000 lbs* when filled. This mortar was 
quite as legitimate a weapon of offence as 

any other used on the occaaon. The souree 

« 

from whence it was derived, and the means 
employed to work it, cannot be so well 
defended. It is understood that General 
Nieger, the commander of the French ar- 
tillery, objected to its use» as savouring of 
the *' tnoyenne age" It was certainly no 
compliment to his serviee that it should 
have been offiered by the Belgians. The 
mortar was fired about eight times, but 
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with no impoFtant results^ Tbe enorttioiaa 
we%bt of this cukabt'oas machine makes tt 
very doubtful whethin: it .can cter be of 
general use for sieges. 

But the comptiment .paid by the Dutch 
General to the practice of the French ef "- 
tiUery^ was searcely merited. This snsm of 
the service did not display the efficiency 
expected from it. Notwithstanding the 
krge amount of ordnance brought against 
the Citadel/ the faces of the works and tra- 
irerses were tkot very much injured ; and 
even the blindages, afiected by their fire» 
might have been repaired. The fire of 
the Dutch artillery was mainly kept imder 
by the infantry. 

Previously to the opening of the breach^ 
ing and counter batteries, a few of the 
artillery were posted in these works as 

q2 
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tirailleurs^ and kept up a sharp fire on the 
faces of the opposite bastion. There was 
something characteristic of the recklessness 
of the soldier in the manner in which this 
duty was on one occasion observed to have 
been performed. A smart active young 
fellow stood on the trail of a gun, watching 
the appearance of an enemy ; and when he 
had as he supposed successfully discharged 
his piece, he chuckled with all the glee 
of a young sportsman who had brought 
down his bird. It is fair to add, that 
he watched the approach of a shower of 
stones from the pierriers with the same 
spirit. ' 

The failure of the artillery in the ex- 
cellence which was anticipated from them, 
must be attributed to the inefficiency of 
their weapons ; for both officers and men 
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toiled well^ zealously^ and bravely — but 
their decided inferiority to the British 
artillery was obvious^ 



It has already been mentioned that the 
private soldiers of the two ordnance de- 
partments were the choicest men among 
the whole army— they were strong, and of 
lofty stature, and . with a prouder bearing 
even than that which so generally belongs 
to the French soldier, — they were also 
called on to perform more laborious and 
perilous duties than the rest. It is of 
course in the operations of attack and de- 
fence that the qualities of these two arms 
of the military service are more imme- 
diately called forth. A general arrange- 
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ment of Ike ir]i9lQf<»c^ emaoftted fymn 
4he head-<|aarterair of ^ M oitbidy bitf; the 
particular disposition and eDapIo]miSQ|^ of 
the troops in the trenches devolved on 
Lieutenant-Generid Haxo, the command- 
ing en^neer. On him rested the respon- 
sibilit J of fiDrming such covered paths or 
approaches as iPould enable the Ireopo to 
tdvance^ with- eoniparative secuiitj, to }iab 
cut^ wall of Ae ditida, «id tbea to term 
f passage across it tx^ the Soot of the breaidi, 
previously ttMde pvactkable by the fire of 
die aftillery. The serious msrk cf ibe 
iii&iilry soldier then commenoes-^tiie 
straggle hsoid to. hjuQid-'»4lie close and 
bloody sisilb In ^' the bumident deadly 
breach^*' and, on oxdinary occasbn^ the 
final eSon to capture tbe fertressu 

Up to the momenti of adsauk tbe tii- 
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umph of scienee oyer nvere physical force 
is constantly nMRufeited by the- engineer. 
His whole pbin of attack is previously 
anai^ed^ and fisamded en a former know* 
ledge OE a pceaent seecttiioissance of the 
enemy'^s wocks and meass of defeaee } and 
his own gfoiuid of ^xpevaiiims, and the 
ocigiml design, are sufa^t only to such 
yanationa as^ unfoceseen cir«i>k«ifttanees> may 
Beqinre. He traces* the paraUela and apr- 
proaches during the nightr--rapportkmaaiid 
directs the labour of his aappera^ sdners, 
aad other wQrkmeB-r-and is conalantly 
present at the head of the trench^ in* 
aferuotixig aoad animatiBg the party. 

The engineer, tndned by hia edocadoB 
la conduct all his operatbna en. thaprinr 
dplea of adence,. k called on to> exercise 
much thought, prompt resource, and cool 
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judgment, and to fed a weighty respon* 
ability attached to his exertioDS, while his 
opponent is usually vigilant to counteract 
or destroy his efforts. The self-possession 
and patient courage required on these 
occasions are qualities not fuUy appre- 
ciated by or palpably obvious to the 
capacity of the common soldier, and are 
usually overborne in his estimation by the 
more exciting and dashing efforts of his 
own arm of the service. 

The field of battle and operations of 
a siege are strongly contrasted with each 
other. The former is usually charac- 
terized by a series of movements executed 
in open space— -by rapid checks and coun- 
ter-checks—by the prompt and masterly 
occupation of important points, and the 
collision of dense masses. From the 
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commencement of the strife to its final 
consummation, the intense interest is sus- 
tained throughout ; and the same day dawns 
on the two armies drawn up in array for 
the contest, and closes on the victor and 
the vanquidied. 

It is widely different with the operations 
of a siege — the one party is intrenched 
within their ramparts, so disposed as to 
command every approach — the difficulties 
of access are increased by broad ditches, 
swept by cannon^ and outworks strength- 
ened by every device of art ; every natural 
advantage is adopted and improved, and 
every effort of genius is applied, to destroy 
or diminish any advantage afforded by the 
country to the opposite party. The be* 
siegers are therefore reduced to the alter- 
native of attempting to secure their object 
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by a oottly sacrifice of life, or bj & aerie» 
of dow and toilsome operatiousy i& whieb 
rile ardouar of tlie soldier ia leskraiDed by 
the necessity of oendDucd irigilance andb 
labour, and wbere meate of patioit endur* 
ance is required than of briliiaikt effixts of 
eooFBge. An anay of 50^000 mei» against 
an equal number^, msy decide the fate of 
a caaspa^ on the finM of batlie» between 
sunrise and sunset; and the proigress of 
the same army may be cheeked for weeks 
befigire a fortress^ defended by an eneny 
whose numbers aotay. not exceed one-^tenth 
tint force of the besii^geBS* Science and 
experience,, bo werer, have so per&eted the^ 
system of atbaek« thai there is scarody a 
fiNtress in the worid. that cannot be re-^ 
dueed within a. given titne, by a eomi^ 
patent foace, paovided there be no relief 



* 

or intenruptm fram a third fone^ The 
fNnncipal object of defenee, thi^^oce» in 
ordiniu^ HEa^fare^ ia ^h^ to h«ld. ouli in 
Ibe hopiQ of reUfif, ih*, bjr dielay, tao cbecfa 
the fM-ogreas of an ariaay in- raferenoe to 
other milkar^ opecationa : and ibie abecoee 
d cither of these two objects of defence ifi> 
in a mihtar J Yiew^ the peeuliac £HittiJ?e of 
the present aiege. 

The Frenda^ enginceras were aided in 
thflii? ofieratJoQft on ttia occaakm hy manjr 
ecHtfiurrent cireiiniatattM& m their favour. 
The mateeUflk reqmc!ed» to^ be oblaained in 
the nei^ifaourhood, were readily and amply 
supplied hj a friendly couitfry; their 
depdt was well established nenr the pro* 
posed ground of their operi^nSy and proh 
tected by an adequate fmrce fiK>tn. any 
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attack ; the existing state of negotiations, 
previous to any direct hostility, enabled 
them to reconnoitre minutely and in se- 
curity the outlines of the defences, and 
their own ground, and, under cover of the 
many obstacles that masked their move- 
ments, to decide with facility their first 
line of works ; while their right rested on 
the dty of Antwerp, favourable to their 
cause, and prepared, if necessary^ to afford 
important aid fix>m numerous batteries* 
The soil yielded easily to their workmen— 
the weather, though not altogether favour* 
able, was never such as to interrupt their 
progress — and, finally, the buildings, gar* 
dens, and vegetation, that encumbered the 
defence of the besieged^ were converted 
by the besiegers into additional means of 
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cover and protection. The personal means 
of the corps consisted of a body of sappers 
and miners from eight hundred to nine 
hundred strong, thirty-six officers^ and a 
chief of the highest reputation throughout 
the army for science and experience. 

Much surprise was expressed that the 
outwork St. Laurent should not have 
been taken at an earlier period. It is 
difficult to assign any satisfactory reason 
for the delay — the French might have 
supposed it better strengthened and more 
stongly manned than afterwards appeared 
to be the case — it was not till after four- 
teen days of open trenches that the Lunette 
fell^ and it may, therefore, be considered as 
having done good service. It must, how- 
ever, be observed that the engineers pushed 
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on tbdr trenckes beyotid tbe LuaeHe^ 
while in poBaesaon of the Dutcbi and com- 
pleted their w<M:ks» notwithstanding this 
dehij, in thmr own given time* 

The only noTelty in the mode of attack 
was, in the opinion of e:i(perienOed officers 
of the British army who were presenty the 
great use made of infimtry in keeping down 
the fire of tbe besic^ged. On reference to 
the aooompanying plan» which will convey 
a yery good general idea of the op^ations, 
though it does not profess to be derived 
from undoubted official authority, it will 
be seen that the trenches or pUices of arms 
near the body of the Citadel are more 
numerous and closer to each other than 
ekewhere. These trenches were occupied 
by the infentry, who narrowly watched 
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every movement on the Dutob parapets, 
and kept them clear of combaftants by an 
incessant fire of musketry* This system 
was acted on to ihe last, and it is, per- 
faapsy owing to its success Aat the Dutch 
were imperfectly acquainted with the ope* 
rations of the besiqgers. It is said the 
Dutch engineer was not aware of the 
completion of the breaching and counter- 
batteries, though only sixty yards from 
their walls, until each was unmasked by 
its own fire ; and there seems to be some 
teason to credit the report, since very little 
attempt was made to injure them before 
they firedy although there was a formidable 
battery of eight guns opposed to the 
counter-battery, which subsequently dis- 
mounted two guns in the latter, caused 
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much slaughter among the artillery, and 
nearly destroyed it. 

At the period of the surrender, the 
engineers had completed almost every de- 
tail that would have been required from 
them — they had driven two covered gal- 
leries or tunnels from the neighbourhood of 
the breaching-battery to the outer wall of 
the ditch. In the annexed sketch, the 
direction of these works is shown. Thdr 
intent was to prolong the cover for the 
troops, while advancing to the passage of 
the ditch. Their last labours would have 
been to have filled up a part of the ditch 
with fascines or fagots, so as to have made 
a passage of ten or twelve feet in breadth, 
protected on the side towards the flank of 
the next bastion with a parapet of the same 
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materials, to the foot of the breach ; and> if 
deemed requisite, to have carried the pa- 
rapet of fascines up the slope of the breach ; 
and then to have witnessed the triumph 
of their labours, as the assaulting troops 
swept onward to the final struggle. 

The loss of the French, up to the pe- 
riod of the surrender of General Chasse, 
is stated officially at 108 killed, and 695 
wounded, amongst whom were 9 officers 
killed, and 18 wounded. When it is con- 
sidered that the French operations were 
confined to a small portion of the front of 
the Citadel^ and that the advantage of a 
converging fire from extended lines was 
denied to them ; ^that the trenches were 
opened three-and-twenty days, and the fire 
of the Dutch artillery was universally ad- 
mitted to be excellent, it will, probably, 
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be eamly und^rstoodt aed r^egdUy altemd^ 
tiMit the Fcenah ^ogin^r-s; did admirably 
execute theit ta^ aiid w^ sustain ihw 
high reputation^ Thc^r l9fi» io. Idllod and 
wounded. (a» wdl ^ tbil; of tba^aritiner}^) 
much exceeded the: proporttonatelpss^ sw 
tained by) the rest of the army. Qmieral 
Haxo was seea constaDtly ixk the trenches^ 
audi directed iri; pei!«iPQ. tbi^ a$aaiilt on St 
Launent. He iMia observed, in. the oo- 
vered gallery, leading to. tbet ditich of the 
Citadels ikistructing tb^ sappers: in the 
modeofi as^rtaining the degree of. slope 
requisite to bring it with precision. to> the 
edge of the water. Sis officers^ of all 
ranks, ably supported their gallant old 
ohief^and gave repeated.prpofsof their zeal 
and personal courage. 

ThfB X)utch force, in oc^eupation of the 
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Citadel and ita outwocks, is statsddtohave 
conaistBdof about. 4sS0(K-*« number gveady 
dkpn^pcNrtioned to its ebjeot,^ aotid calbu^ 
Ifited Bathes to eodbanrass than> promoti^ 
tiie ddence. Notwithstanding that it is 
desired in this little navpadvetd a^oidall' 
diseusBions bearing on the pctlkical' |iat<t of 
the subject, yet it is so iwtettwdven with 
1^8 testy and* ittTolves so nrnrked' m inflU- 
ewse^ body 011^ the Movements of the be- 
sieged and of the besiegers^ that seme 
rsfbreniee to it is unavoidable, clearly to 
underetand even l^e military merits of the 
case. The object of the besieged was 
either to oi^r such a prolonged defence as 
would gain time for imy contingency that 
might bring about their relief, or a 
vigorous and determined resistance to the 
utmost, to mark the sense of the nation 
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of what they considered an act of gross 
injustice and spoliation; or simply to 
make known to the world , that the Citadel 
surrendered to a force against which it 
was clearly impossible they could, un- 
aided, offer an effective resistance. 

There was nothing that appeared to jus- 
tify any expectations of relief, and Ge- 
neral Chass6's reply to Marshal Gerard'^s 
summons implied his determination to act 
up to the second supposition only. The 
third supposition was not adopted, and 
may, therefore, be disposed of with one 
remark. When the French had com- 
pleted the batteries of their first parallel, 
and fired their first gun, all doubt as to 
the determination of the besiegers must 
have been at an end ; and the certainty of 
their ultimate success manifest to the be- 
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sieged^ unless they could be relieved. If 
there really existed not any hope of relief, 
was it necessary to answer any political 
purpose^ or to create any moral effect^ that 
a single life should be lost on either side ? 
Looking at the promulgated intention 
of General Chasse to defend his Citadel to 
the utmost, without reference to the object 
in view, we must consider the disposition 
of his force and means. The Citadel had 
five bastions^ beneath each of which were 
casemates, or vaulted passages and cham* 
bers, proof against the concussion of the 
usual projectiles employed by besiegers, 
and capable of containing about 400 
men : the whole range affording shelter for 
2000 men. This number has been consi- 
dered by experienced officers fully sufii- 
cient for the defence of the Citadel. The 
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three owl; works, mz., the .Demi-lmie^ or 
Bavdin, the JLuwtte BU iLaurent ia firont 
of ic, rand tbe Lunatte Kiel, iiear ^ 
mer>ireq»iredalsoiofa&n«iuied» andfive 
or six hundred men mi^U, :be diBtxibiited 
among ihem to advantage ; and *eye|i a 
larger number, iprofvided ^jle -w&e tk« 
same, or sinnlar, tflheHer fiSardoi dfaon as 
existed in theOHadd; tlMve would -isnaiB 
tbeh .about ISOO or SOOO rmen lor fiorliefi-^-* 
for tbose many enterprising and gallaat 
eibrts by urbidi the lestegers ai^ oen* 
standiy harassed in their lareDches, and 
interrupted in dieir operations, and wfaiiah 
t^ttd mainly to prolong the defenee, and 
give to it a charaater of great vigour md 
determination. These objects could done 
justify the retaining so lai^ a ibrce in 
ordinary sieges, and every effcat should 



SiaSGKIS OF i^NTWERP* 247 

then be made to afford temporary •eotrcir, 
or, if time ifould laddut, more permaneat 
proteotion for tihevK^, feom Uie ioeessant 
shower of missiles. But as the :oharacter 
of iGretneral Cbasa^'s ^defence throughou/t 
was passive, this snipcimuinerary for^ W«s 
not only unntecessary^ -but mvi^t have 
proved a seDtions ^mdimbrance) itiasmuoh 
as (they useiessly oonsumed bi^ provisions, 
and crowded 'his. pilac^es^it^'shelter, or were 
exposed^ without ad«quilte advantage^ to 
the enemy^s tire. Ag(an» the Frendi^ as has 
been repeaitedjy observed^ were ooppelled 
to confine their attack to a small por- 
tion of the enoeU^ of the Citadel, and^ 
consequently> there was still Hess demand 
than is usual for a Jai^ force to ^ard 
the scrvenil poixits from surprise. 14 bow- 
ever, the ^Greaetal coxM have h9^ Justi* 
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fied, by the usage of war, in retaining »> 
large a force, be sbould bave employed 
every means at bis disposal to afford sbelter 
for it ; and tbat tbis was not done is evi* 
dent, if^ as was understood, . tbe General 
bad tbe resources of bis country at com- 
mand^ and two years in wbicfa to employ 
tbem. It must be obvious, tbat the large 
garrison in tbe Citadel ought cnly io have 
been there to prolong the defence by re- 
peated sorties in force ; and if tbe General 
really intended from the first (as appeared 
to be the case in the sequel) to offer 
merely a passive resistance^ until tbe 
breach was practicable, then he sbould not 
have bad a single man in the place beyond 
tbe number required for such a defence. 

Camot, in his celebrated work, '' De 
la Dtfense des Places Fortifi^,** gives 
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several striking instances of the confidence 
that all descriptions of military, whether 
veteran, or young and inexperienced^ de^ 
rive from the walls of a fortress. But, 
notwithstanding this high authority, it 
may be doubted whether the veteran and 
tried soldier should not be preferred at 
all times, if avulable, for the service 
of a besieged town, when more of pas- 
sive resistance than of enterprising action 
is inteiided. 

To the surprise of every body who wit- 
nessed the troops captured in tlie Lu^ 
nette^ they proved to be chiefly mere boys ; 
and the garrison of the Citadel was largely 
composed of the same class. The out- 
works, such as the covered way which sur- 
rounded the ditch above the outer wall, 
the ravelins, and the lunettes^ were not 
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fltrengihened by fKiMsiiddB w stmi^^piicketB, 
nor was the first vmk «iooiipied and de* 
fended by troops. 

T%ese cireum^tawses impty a iwwit of 
fldenoe on «be putt of the engmieia*, and^f 
iotelligenoe and vigotir in tiw eomnnaidnig 
officer, kemisiiteiiH: with the deteemiiied 
spirit of defiawse and raflistance exipi^ssod 
in the refosal to Bunmiden They ate 
errors too palpaUe to be 4)vadoalfied in a 
military estimate of the merits of idle de> 
iSance; andaiiy<e9BoasQ<ar palliation must 
be sought in die histructioQs under ivUch 
the iJenend acted. 

Notwillistandfng the passive chaxacto 
of the ^lefence, a few sorties were made hf 
the Dutch; and, on one ccoaaan« Aty 
sucoessCully drove back die covering pasty, 
compelled die workmen to retire, and de* 



SIBGl^ OF ANSWBRB* 2Si 

strajfied the work tif Hht night. Tbete 
efforts were of littik use in prolonging <the 
defence, and were mevelj cvidenoes diat 
the ' Toquitttes ibr tentespme nifere to be 
found in tfiegarrittMi. 

The defence of the Bavdia -fras a lur 
sample of the spirit laf the Dutch. It 
ifi quite certain that the Fnn»h rcceiired 
a decided foil before this work, ,atid were 
compelled 'to abandoB its ;captuiie» oivii^ ^to 
the vigorous 4aid admirable "fire and deler- 
miBod showoof veiistance>on the part of the 
garrison. 

But the wmtt of scBence in (the defence 
rendered even diie gaUant.ttMi auoeassful 
effort unaTaiHsg. The French, on dssoo* 
vering that tiieve wefe no guos in the 
ravelin that could annoy their cfNinlar, ^tr 
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breaching-battery, abandoned every further 
attack on the work as unnecessary. 

At the period of the surrender of the 
Citadel, the breach had been widened to 
about 100 feet ; but the counter-forts, or 
inner buttresses, were still standing ; aind 
these it was intended to have destroyed 
from the counter-battery: about ten or 
twelve feet of the crest or summit of the 
parapet (the body of earth above the wall) 
was perpendicular; and the rest of the 
breach too steep for the ascent of troops ; 
it would probably have taken eighteen or 
twenty hours to have rendered the ascent 
practicable ;— the Dutch had also a for- 
midable battery of eight guns in the ad* 
vanced and retired flank of the bastion 
Fernando^ which, if not silenced, would 
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have swept the ditch to be crossed by the 
assaulting party^ and would have com- 
manded the summit of the breach. The 
French had constructed a battery against 
this flank, but had produced no serious 
effects upon it ; the flanks on the contrary, 
had very much injured the counter-battery, 
and if the defence had continued, might 
have destroyed it. 

The interior of the Citadel presented to 
the inexperienced eye an entire mass of 
ruins; and, at first sights seemed to jus- 
tify the full measure of approbation be- 
stowed on the gallant old chief and his 
devoted followers, for their resistance to the 
last moment. But^ in fact^ the real de- 
fences of the place were not seriously in- 
jured ; the parapets and trenches had not 
suffered much from the direct and ricochet 
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fire of the Frendii , 80Bie o£ tke Uiiidage% 
or covers to the guns, had beeii destroyed, 
and othem dnmaged> but aot beyond re^ 
pur ; the easemates, or iwdted: chambeoB 
for the troops^ had not suffesed, but af- 
forded protection tor an^ adequate nuniber 
of men; and there was stifi a sufficient 
quantity of ordnance and ammanition' for 
further defence. Tliere appeared also to 
be a ooandbmble ^pply of peovisions 
remaining^; and the garrisoni or^nally 
eonasting ot about 4300' men, lost only» 
in killed, wounded, and piisoners, between 
500 and 600^ of which number 122 were 
killed, 969 wounded, and 70 mismg* 
General Chass^ states that there were ap- 
prehensioBsof the water fidling*— that tlie 
clearing of the ditch had drained the wella 
If there were really grounds for this appre- 



nmai^, OP' ANTWERP. 2SfSr 

heusion^. ii sairdy unpUed a- Msant ot &!»•> 
sight not to> have guarded a^insl; such a 
oasualty. There were alsot immQurfr thai 
the. gamnecni' wens; nfltt. alL standi, to the 
last ; and that the youngandioesqiemaGed 
soldiefiS: w^pe: too aei/enely triied by the. in- 
cessant^ sihawer of ahat andisheUL 

The tmth ia^, the trimsaQtien had! liitb 
daim on our adadnution aa a^ mem inili-* 
tary defenoer^-^eue) waft a .general want: of 
vigpui!,> enterpriser and seienooi. To the 
artillery alone wes any room, afforded for 
disdnclion*. and thia arm; c£ the. sendee; was 
admird^ly wielded^ The cesl; of the tnoopa 
had few opportunities of distingqishing 
themselves, otherwise than by a firm and 
gallant display of passive couTii^ and a 
loyal obedience to their commanding off* 
cersi Notwithstanding the rumours afloat. 
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no instance was substantiated of their fail- 
ing in their duty ; and wherever an oppor- 
tunity was fairly ojSered» it was crowned 
with a successful effort of fierce resistance 
or spirited enterprise. 

General Chass6's best excuse for sur- 
rendering at the moment at which he did, 
was the inutility of further defence. He 
could not be 'required to stand an assault 
without the hope of ultimate success. Up 
to the moment of surrender the affair had 
been conducted with little animosity on 
either side; but a fierce and determined 
resistance in the breach would have pro- 
voked every angry and evil passion ; and 
an affair commenced^ and hitherto con- 
ducted, under the cold influence of diplo- 
macy, mighty if General Chasse had 
obstinately persisted, have terminated in 
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one of the bloodiest scenes 6a record. 
Surely such a consummation could not 
have been desired by any paity or person. 
General Chass^ and his garrison gallantly 
and loyally discharged their duty to their 
country^ and have well merited the appro* 
bation bestowed upon them by their sove- 
reign ; but it would be both idle and 
injudicious to claim any distinguished 
place for this defence in the annals of 
military achievement. The absence of 
any particular merit on the part of the 
besieged has a corresponding effect on the 
claims of the besiegers to our admiration. 
It was little more than an affair of science 
on the part of the French — the want of 
vigour, and the little enterprize of the 
Dutch » afforded few opportunities for any 
display of either among the French. It 

8 
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roay be observed, that the Dutch, noN 
withstanding their ^^ molle defence/' held 
out as long as the French engineers ex- 
pectedy and longer than. was anticipated 
by. the .rest .of the army. What would 
have been the result, if greater enei^ 
had been . employed by the Dutch ? The> 
result would have been precisely the 
same/ but obtained by greater exertions, 
and a greater cost of life on. the part of 
the French. 
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%* The military reader will find a very able article 
on the subject in the United Sen'ice Journal ; but it 
is confidently expected that General Hazo will treat 
of both the attack and defence minutely and amply in 
his proposed work. 
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A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, Mortar Battbribs. 

CITADEL. 

Bastions.— a, Toledo. 

b, Pacioto. 

c, Duke. 
df Alva. 

e, Fernando. 
o '0, Intieuchments within the bastions, intended to 
receive the besieged, should the breach be car- 
ried by storm, and to enable them to make a 
Airther defence. 
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/, the Church. • 

g, the Magazine. 

h h h, Curtains, or Ramparts connecting the Bastions. 

t t t, Faces of the Bastions. 

k k k, Flanks of ditto. 

OUTWORKS TO THE CITADEL. 

/ / /, Ravelins, or Demi-lnnes. 

m m nif Covert-way or path extending round the Fosse 
, of the Citadel and Ravelins, and protected by 
a bank of earth from the view of the country. 

n n ft, (Glacis, a gradual slope of the earth, extending 
f^om the top, or crest of the bank of the covert 
way into the siurounding country. This in- 
clination prevents the outer wall of the bastion 
and curtain from being seen and battered, ex- 
cept from an elevation, or (as in the present 
instance) in its immediate neighbourhood; 
and if the slope of the glacis be carried well 
into the country, and kept clear of obstruc- 
tions, it enables the besieged to command 
every - approach towards their walls within 
range of their o,rdnance, and compels the 
enemy to advance by trenches. 

p p Pi The counterscarp, or waU of the fosse opposiie 
to the escape, or wall of the bastions and cur- 
tains. 

q q, Capouniere, or covered passage, communicating 
from the Lunette to the covert way of the 
Ravelin. 

r, Batardeau. 

«, General Chass6*s country-house. 

/, Jardin de TUarmonie. 
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